	As someone who grew up in State College, this town is very much home to me and will always have a piece of my heart, however it has also allowed me to remain within my comfort zone. For most students the thrill of moving out of your childhood home and making it on your own is a big step and very crucial for growth. Being this close to home does have its perks but as I was going into my junior year, I decided that this year I was going to force myself outside of my comfort zone. I want to be the most well rounded and educated version of myself by the time I graduate. I have also realized that with the field I am hoping to pursue I most likely won’t be living in State College after graduation. I consider myself to be a fairly independent person, I work 20-30 hours a week to support myself financially, but I have never experienced growth away from my family. If I need anything, they’re a quick fifteen-minute drive away. And although the thought of being away from my family for a semester does scare me, I also think I will experience the most amount of growth as a student and as a professional through this program.
	While being located in Washington DC for an entire semester the ability to network and make new contacts is something, I would be particularly excited about if given a chance to be a part of the program. I would also be able to get a good sense about whether or not the field I’m intending to pursue is something I would enjoy and want to do for the rest of my life. 
I believe that I bring a lot of unique and desirable qualities to the table. I consider myself to be very hardworking and dedicated, I also have great communication skills. As a waitress, the majority of my job is just being able to talk to people, be personable, and create an enjoyable environment for them. I’m very good at multitasking and function more efficiently under high stress situations. I believe that no matter how dark and grim a situation may be there is always something to learn from it, and that with obstacles, growth usually follows. Because of this I always try to remain optimistic and be a “silver lining” person in any given situation. This quality usually makes it easier to be able to take a step back and look at the bigger picture and it makes the problem easier to solve. This semester thus far I have been able to have a lot of hands on experience and push myself outside of my comfort zone. I have been working with clients and doing their public relations through Happy Valley Communications Firm which includes developing their social media, designing paid ads that appear on campus, and helping them with ideas for rebranding. I have also been learning a lot about advocacy through Penn State’s Lion Caucus organization and what it means to be an advocate. As well as how to interact and network with lobbyists and congressmen which would be very useful if I spend the fall semester in Washington DC.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Ever since I can remember when people asked about my future and what I wanted to be when I grew up, I have always known that I wanted to go to law school. My family and friends always thought that practicing law would be a good fit for me and a decade later going to law school is still a dream of mine. Even though it is still a goal for me, there are still a lot of gaps in my plan that I need to sort out. I have no idea what it would actually be like to work in the field that I want to pursue. I may be interested in law and be excited about the type of impact I can have if I were a lawyer, but I have never actually been able to experience working in this field. Being able to get hands on experience in Washington DC at a law-based internship would give me a lot of clarity about whether I am on the right track for my career and whether or not I would be successful at it. Going to law school is a large commitment of time and money so I want to be entirely sure it is something I want to do prior to making this commitment. Getting to discover more about who I am as a professional and push myself out of my comfort zone is something that very much excites me and I would be so honored if given this opportunity. 
Change in Ticket Buying Process Frustrates Student
By Marisa Cameron
STATE COLLEGE, Pa.- With the excitement of coming back to school for the fall semester comes the stress of buying student football tickets. With the changes made to the ticket buying process guest passes and tickets through the student portal can no longer be purchased.
“I honestly think it’s very confusing,” Matt Dawson (senior, computer science) said. “It makes buying tickets much more difficult.”
One aspect of these changes that has caused frustration is the inability to buy guest passes this year. Guest passes would allow students who didn’t attend Penn State to get a ticket in the student section. According to Penn State Athletics, guest tickets will still be sold, the prices range from $30-$50. The seats are not located within the student section, and they will not be selling guest tickets for Pitt or Michigan. 
Sarah Pellis (freshman, digital and print journalism) was unable to buy student section tickets this year so she purchased general admission season tickets instead. 
“I sneak into the student section for every home game,” Pellis said.
Without a student ticket exchange portal there isn’t a cap on how much tickets can be sold for. The student ticket exchange portal was a website through Penn State that would sell student football tickets at a capped price and transfer them directly to your ID. Students that have student tickets have made remarks that they will end up selling larger games at inflated prices.
“If I didn’t have student tickets I would only go to the cheaper games,” Jackie Cogler (sophomore, engineering) said “People make their tickets super expensive and I wouldn’t be able to afford it.”
Students with student tickets also realize the potential of getting the money back that they spent on student tickets just by selling one or two tickets to games. 
“It sucks. But it also made it easier for me to sell my whiteout ticket for a lot more money than it was worth,” Jordan Labell (sophomore, psychology) said. 
Students now have to go to Facebook class pages to try and find a ticket from a stranger. Each graduating class creates a Facebook class page that students request to join. It is used as a platform for selling tickets, textbooks, etc.
“There is always the worry that you’ll send someone money for the ticket and they don’t send it to you,” Dawson said.
According to Penn State Athletics, 77 percent of secondary ticket sales last year occurred as transfers and not through the student ticket exchange. 
Even with all of the new hoops just to stand in the student section, that won’t deter students from coming out.
“The atmosphere at games meets the standard of the expectation that has been set for Penn State football games.” Jordan Hession (sports journalism and broadcasting) said, “It’s like a religion up here.”


	
