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Objectives in Applying for Program
	Penn State’s Stanley E. Degler Washington Program has been on my radar ever since I was a senior in high school deciding where I wanted to attend college. I was still deciding between several schools, but one of the contributing factors that made me choose Penn State was a handwritten card I received in the mail from Dean Hardin. Inside the card, Dean Hardin told me she thought I might be interested in the Washington Program because I had spoken to her at a campus visit about my passion for communications law. At the time, that card helped me decide to attend Penn State because I felt that here, I would have the most support and resources to achieve my career goals. Now, several years later, that card prompted my further research into the program and my deep interest in applying.
	By applying to participate in the Washington Program through Penn State, my main objective is to gain experience that would help me achieve my ultimate goal of pursuing a career in telecommunications law and policy. Since most corporations and organizations do not hire undergraduates as legal interns, I want to focus on learning more about the industry that I one day hope to be involved in the regulation of. I aspire to gain valuable experience in the industry that furthers my understanding of it. I want to use this experience to confirm if I want to go to law school or if I find that I would want to dive right into the workforce after graduation. Additionally, because of my interest in telecommunications law and policy, I always wanted to work and live in the Washington, DC area, so I want to use this experience to decide if the area would be a good fit for me. 
	To an internship sponsor, I bring various unique skills and qualities to the table. One of my greatest strengths is my ability to learn and adapt quickly. Throughout my life, I have been thrown into numerous challenging and new tasks that taught me how to quickly process new information and adapt to it in order to complete a task. For example, during my study abroad program this summer in Todi, Italy, I was thrown into a new environment with incredible language barriers as I did not speak any Italian before the program and very little residents in Todi, including my host mother, did not speak any English. For the first couple of days, I was very quiet and relied on my roommate who knew Italian to speak on my behalf. However, after listening to my roommate communicate with my host family and other people in the town for those first couple days, I started to pick up on every-day phrases and eventually could hold conversations by myself. This experience strengthened my adaptability and quick-learning skills that would be beneficial to an employer because they could assign me to any task, and I would be able to learn and adapt quickly in order to complete it. 
Another unique quality that I have is my leadership skills. During my time at Penn State, I have assumed many leadership positions both in the classroom and in my clubs and organizations. In the classroom, I am always the student who volunteers to organize group assignments and write down our responses to ensure that everything is completed. In my extracurriculars, I have quickly assumed several leadership positions including many captainships and an executive board position in Mock Trial as well as an officer position for the Telecommunications Club. I have also achieved results that demonstrate my effectiveness as a leader. During my freshman year in Mock Trial, my co-captain and I lead our team to the only undefeated record in the country at a Regional competition, which was the first time a “D team” from Penn State ever advanced past Regionals. These leadership skills will transcend into an internship position as employers can rely on me to be a leader when working in groups to complete a project.
The reason that I am such an effective leader and a quick learner is because I don’t back down from a challenge. I always ensure that everything that I do is completed to the fullest- whether it’s an assignment for class or a task for a club. For example, as the Judging and Alumni Coordinator for Mock Trial, it’s my job to ensure that all of the competitions that we host have enough judges to provide feedback and score the competitors. During our first tournament this year, almost all of the judges that I had recruited for the first round dropped out several days before the competition. But instead of trying to cancel the tournament like some members were suggesting to do, I got creative in my ways for recruiting judges by reaching out to former competitors and clubs at the law and was able to get all the judges we needed for the round. This is beneficial to my potential employers because they will know that I will be always be dedicated to completing any task they give me and won’t quit just because it’s challening. 
	As far as what kind of internship I would hope to gain out of the Washington Program, I am very open to the possibility of different positions. My situation is a little different from the average Communications student because I’m not someone who wants to be a journalist or a public relations specialist who would have a very specific internship position in mind that fits that field. Instead, I want to pursue a career in telecommunications law, which has very limited options for undergraduate internships. Therefore, I am looking for an internship position with which I can gain experience in the industry by possibly doing research, interacting with clients, or increasing my proficiency in my knowledge of telecommunications. I’m interested in areas such as public policy, government affairs, lobbyist firms, and other organizations involved in the policy of telecommunications. On the corporate side, I am also interested in crisis communications, content acquisition, and any legal internship that would be available to undergraduates, if there are any. 
	In summary, my objective of applying to the Stanley E. Degler Washington Program is to gain experience within the telecommunications field in the Washington, DC area that would help me learn more about the industry utilizing my quick learning and leadership skills. I hope to use this experience to confirm my interest in the career path I want to take and where I want to live. Just like Dean Hardin told me I would several years ago, I am very interested in the Washington Program and I hope to be able to use it to gain experience within the field of telecommunications.
		


Writing Sample: California Consumer Privacy Act
	Last year, California was the first state to pass a law regarding online privacy issues for consumers. The California Consumer Privacy Act, or CCPA, allowed users to see what personal information was being collected about them while they were online and gave them an option to opt-out of it being sold. It was originally signed into law in June of 2018; however, at the time, California law makers tried to get it written and signed quickly to prevent a ballot initiative. Because of this, there were a lot of ambiguities and holes in the bill that left out information about how exactly consumers could prevent their data from being sold and what data that would include. Now that is it closer to January 1st, 2020- the date that the CCPA is supposed to go into effect- lawmakers are trying to amend the bill to fill in those gaps (Romm). This process is causing a great deal of strife between the state legislature, the tech companies that this bill would regulate, and groups like the American Civil Liberties Union as to what should be included in this amendment. As a result, California legislators are having a difficult time putting together a successful amendment by the September 13th deadline (Marmor). What is being debated at the moment is what qualifies as personal information and when exactly the CCPA comes into play. As a California law, this act will apply to businesses that have customers in California and meet several other criteria, which is a large portion of major businesses in the country. However, it is currently being used as a model for other states to start adopting their own similar laws in the near future. Regardless of the outcome of the next couple of days, this amendment has the power to significantly change consumers’ privacy rights as well as how businesses operate in the United States.
	Those who are trying to strengthen the CCPA are privacy advocates; California’s attorney general, Xavier Beccera; and consumer groups like the ACLU, Common Sense Media, and the Electronic Frontier Foundation. They are advocating for more restrictions on what companies can do with consumer data and giving consumers the ability to sue if they feel their data has been mishandled (Romm). All of these would be incredibly beneficial to the general public if the California legislature would include it in their new amendment as it would better protect them from the negative effects of companies selling their data, something that a large portion of the population doesn’t quite understand is happening to them. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Despite the privacy advocates’ best efforts, they are slowly giving way to groups like the Internet Association and California Chamber of Commerce in addition to the major tech companies like Facebook, Google, and Twitter. These parties are advocating for the amendment to heavily limit what constitutes as “personal information,” which dictates when consumers can claim rights under the CCPA. Large businesses want to limit how much they will be affected by the implications of the bill because if they do not comply, they will face heavy penalties. According to the Kevin Smith of the Orange County Register, “The law allows for fines of up to $2,500 per violation or $7,500 per intentional violation… [so] a violation impacting 10,000 California consumers could carry a penalty of $25 million… but that could rise to as much as $75 million for a business that intentionally skirts the law” (Smith). This might seem like trivial amounts to these tech giants; however, if these laws start to become more widespread across the nation where violations could impact hundreds of thousands or even millions of consumers, these companies would face much more serious financial repercussions. Because of this, these companies have spent an exorbitant amount of money lobbying for the amendment to go their way. For example, the Internet Association has spent a record-breaking $176,000 in the past 3 months lobbying in addition to launching a “Keep the Internet Free” online advertisement campaign to try to persuade the public and law makers to support their “ads fix” proposition. Their amendment would exempt the majority of the online advertising industry from needing permission to sell data, saying that most advertisements are not targeting certain groups of people but instead certain devices or web browsers (Romm). It’s beginning to look like the time and money being poured into limiting the CCPA from these companies are slowly becoming too much for the advocates on the other side to overcome, especially with the deadline so soon.
	In my opinion, I think it is necessary for the government (in this case the California Government) to find a solution to the problem of companies misusing consumers’ personal data. Obviously, law makers there have also recognized this or else there wouldn’t be a CCPA to be debated about now. But I also think it is necessary for those law makers to amend the act in a way that strengthens the law and increases the amount of protections that consumers have. Ideally, I agree with the California attorney general and think it should include giving consumers the right to sue if their data is being mishandled. Companies should be held accountable for not complying with these laws. A lot of the time, fines aren’t enough to stop corporate powerhouses from changing their operations over because they have the money to pay them off easily. But, with the deadline approaching quickly and that being a point that California legislators are not agreeing on, I don’t think that is practical at this point in time. Down the road, I would hope that other states will follow suit and develop their own laws regarding online privacy issues. However, the practicality of the implementation of multiple state laws on the matter is also questionable because then companies would be in a situation where they have different restrictions and regulations across different states, and it would be almost impossible to follow all of them. I think the best solution to try to help consumers protect their personal information is for the federal government to develop legislation very similar to California’s. I know federal legislation takes time and is very difficult to agree upon, but this is the best way to standardize the laws and make it easier for businesses to comply with them. California’s CCPA is one step in the right direction regarding consumers’ personal data, but it’s only the first step in a long journey ahead of us. 
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