Nicole Jara Andrade 		Internship Qualifications and Objectives
	With this internship having helped students attain internships with entities such as the American Civil Liberties Union, House and Senate offices, I see my objective with the Stanley E. Degler Washington Program to be the opportunity to climb to my goals and continue valuable lessons along the way. As a first generation college student and daughter of Latinx immigrants, the political realm was never one that I simply had a passion for. My life is politicized in all its aspect as a pansexual Latina woman who is the first in my family to be receiving a higher education. Politics isn’t a small-talk topic but life for me, it is the shared experiences I have, that of my parents, and that of those who have been through what my family and I have experienced. My passion in politics doesn’t come from an interest in debating but an interest in fighting for people and taking actionable steps to use my experiences to help those that need someone speaking on their behalf in the rooms where it happens. With this goal in mind, I set my sights for my future to Capitol Hill. And this Washington Program gratefully provided by the Pennsylvania State University will hopefully be part of my stepping stones.
	In regards to my possible participation in the Stanley E. Degler Washington Program, I would bring my strong writing and researching skills seen through the pieces I have written on policy for study projects, satisfactory interpersonal communication skills developed through my various leadership positions, and exceptional work ethic, I believe I am a fitting candidate for the program.
As President (October 2019- May 2020), Executive Vice President (March 2019-October 2019), and Vice-President of Public Relations (March 2018-March 2019) for the Penn State Latino Caucus, my communication and organizational skills in ensuring projects are enforced has strengthened to see my Caucus grow to become a stronger and more effective advocate for our community on campus and nationally. Overseeing the Public Relations Committee under the Latino Caucus, which includes spearheading the revival of ¡OYE! Penn State’s First Latinx Bilingual Newsletter, I have challenged myself and improved in my organizational skills to overlook the functions of the committee as a whole and seeing that each member is fulfilling their assignments. Even when currently serving as President of the Latino Caucus, I step in whenever I can to help with the smallest of tasks as I do with the biggest.
As an At-Large Representative for the University Park Undergraduate Association, Penn State’s student government and advocacy organization, and member of Latino Caucus’ University Relations Committee, I have refined my writing and research skills through my benchmarking and writing of legislation, specifically resolutions and policies, on different initiatives such as cultural competency training for university faculty and the establishment of representative seats for the university’s three cultural Caucuses for historically marginalized groups among the student body.
As the Bilingual Intern for the Office of Multicultural Outreach within Penn State’s Undergraduate Admissions office, my work with the office to bring in a more diverse student body has helped me excel in all workplace skill sets during this internship experience. Communicating as liaison between the university administration, student organizations, specifically - student recruitment organizations, and prospective students, creating and maintaining marketing materials in Spanish for Latinx university applicants/accepted students, and assisting with improving prospective student experience, the internship has proven itself to mold me into a better advocate for my community and having the capability of balancing various responsibilities while maintaining a strong work ethic.
With my skill sets in mind, the internship types that I would be interested in would be those including researching legislation, creating outreach material, drafting administrative material, working on special projects dealing with public policy, and planning events. In all, I see myself as a passionate and hardworking individual who will take full advantage of all of the opportunities that the Stanley E. Degler Washington Program can provide me as I continue my journey into the political field and hopeful elected official.
