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Writing Sample
Storm Chase Team At Penn State Has Their Heads In The Clouds But Their Boots On The Ground

UNIVERSITY PARK- While many prefer to watch the rain and storms from the comfort of their own homes, there are people whose passion it is to go outside and face those storms head-on. Here at Penn State, there is a group of students who are starting that passion early. 

Meet the Storm Chase Team at Penn State. There are about 30 active members, including a five person executive board that spend the full school year preparing to go on a storm chase the week after final exams. 

The Storm Chase Team was founded in 2013 through the Penn State College of Earth and Mineral Science and receives funding through the University Park Allocations Committee to go on their chase throughout the midwestern portion of the United States. 

The chase lasts a maximum of 10 days but is dependent on the storms that are coming and when the team is able to leave Penn State’s campus.

The executive board for 2018-2019 consists of President David Munyan, Vice President Jen D’Lorio, Secretary Alexandra Hatfield, Treasurer Kallan Parker and Officer of Trip and Club 

Affairs Grant LaChat. In the fall, president and vice president will be taken over by Andrew Lenz and Ethan Rogers respectively. 

The club prepares all year, putting their chasers through mock storm chases and making sure they thoroughly understand severe weather and the destruction and danger that follows in its wake. The hopeful chasers must then go through an application and interview process. The number of chasers depends on how many vehicles the club will have use of. This year, there will be 14 chasers, including this year and next year’s executive board members. 

“Chasing storms is something I have dreamed of doing since I was little.” Kallan Parker said. “When I heard that Penn State had a storm chase team, I knew I had to work towards achieving my dreams and join. It is such a special experience to be able to travel out to the Midwest as an undergrad, and I am grateful to be a part of it.”

Parker (sophomore, meteorology) was not chosen for last year’s chase, so this year will be her first. 

“I picture the experience to be both thrilling and humbling at the same time.” Parker said. 




Due to TV shows like “Storm Chasers” on the Discovery Channel and amateur newscasters attempting to chase tornados, storm chasing has turned into an amateur sport, which the Storm Chase Team is not excited about. 

“Oddly enough, the weather is not the primary threat to our safety when chasing, it is other drivers and chasers.” David Munyan said. 

“Aside from the threat of bad drivers, which are somehow still very prevalent, inexperienced, thrill-seeking chasers are very distracted and pose a great danger to safety. Chaser traffic is another dangerous, non-meteorological phenomenon where there are simply so many storm chasers in one area that cannot handle it and can cause bumper-to-bumper traffic in the middle of nowhere. This is especially dangerous if there is an active storm nearby.” Munyan (junior, meteorology and atmospheric science) said. 

The ultimate goal of most storm chasers is to see a tornado. However, since tornadoes are considered to be a rare phenomenon, a lot of the chase is spent looking at supercells, which are the storm cells that tornadoes are produced in. 

“A lot of the chase is spent admiring the structure of supercells and the lightning that comes with them. Additionally, this year we will be focused on tracking hail sizes left behind by storms as part of The IBHS Hail Study.” Parker said.

Weather is hard to predict, whether it be the type or location. This means a lot of the chase can be based on “what-ifs” and sudden decisions and turnarounds. 

“We go wherever the wind blows us.” Ethan Rogers, vice-president elect, said. “We do weather briefings the night before and day of a chase and decide on our location to go. Once at our ‘optimal’ location, based on our analysis of models, we always stay ahead of the storm and at a fair distance away so we won’t get hurt.” 

Andrew Lenz, the incoming president, has been a member of the team for two years. His experience has truly given him a well-rounded view of the country, leading to a deeper appreciation for the United States. 

“I think a really underrated aspect of the chase was just being able to travel the country and experience the diverse, beautiful landscapes that our country has to offer. I really gained a much greater appreciation for how special this place we call home is. It really kind of increased my patriotism in a sense.” Lenz (sophomore, meteorology) said. 

Rogers (sophomore, meteorology) loves everything about extreme weather. When seeing a tornado in Arkansas City, Kansas on his first ever chase, he knew this was what he wanted to do. 



“It’s always exhilarating to see a cool thunderstorm in the Midwest with your friends who are as excited as you are.” Rogers said. 

The most important thing about the chase is learning and gaining experience. 

“We chase storms to learn. Plain and simple. Before, storm chasing used to be about learning about the science of tornadoes and severe weather in order to save the lives of the public.” Munyan said. 

“We chase for our own pictures and memories.” Rogers said.

“I chase because the weather out in the Midwest is like nothing we will ever be able to see here in Pennsylvania.” Parker said, “I think to truly be able to respect the power of nature and of the weather, you have to be able to witness it in person. It is because of this and wanting to learn more about severe weather that I chase.” 

The chase will depart this year, hopefully, on May 6 with three drivers filled to the brim with excited chasers, many of whom will hopefully be seeing their very first tornado. 



Essay

In July of 2016, I attended the Washington Journalism and Media Conference at George Mason University. What I initially thought was just going to be a fun way to spend a week of my summer turned into my life long passion and dream. In July of 2016, I decided I would be a journalist.

The Washington D.C. Program is one of the things that brought me to Penn State. I have dreamed of going back to one of my favorite cities and making a difference in the media industry in a political hotspot. When I visited PSU for the first time shortly after WJMC, I fell in love, completely head over heels. I knew this was the journalism program I needed to be in in order to have the career I dreamt of for so long.

As a journalist at Penn State, I have learned a ton that would aid me if I were to spend Summer of 2020 in Washington D.C.. As a freshman, I immediately got involved in The Daily Collegian. Despite only spending three semesters on staff with the Collegian, I learned how to go about various types of journalism. I learned how to cover breaking news through writing web updates and watching and learning from my peers. I learned how to do event coverage, my favorite of which being when I covered the “Take Back The Night” walk for survivors of sexual assault. These experiences taught me the importance of versatility as a journalist, which is a quality I hold near and dear to this day. It is something I possess of which I am very proud. This is a quality I can share with my internship provider.

The other media organization on campus that I joined was Her Campus at PSU. Being a member of this organization taught me a lot about versatility, while also teaching me how not to take myself too seriously and being able to enjoy myself while doing the things I love. Her Campus also taught me about using social media to promote a brand. My second semester of freshman year I applied to be the Twitter Chair for the org. I revived the chapter’s dying Twitter page and aided the chapter in achieving top status in the organization's national ranks. After spending my year fully committed to Her Campus, I had the honor of stepping into the president position at the end of my freshman year. This is my second year in charge of the organization. I have learned incredible management skills, as I typically manage a team of almost 50 college women. I have learned to compromise, while also learning how to be in charge and how to make people take me seriously. Her Campus at PSU has at least 2500 readers every week, and it is one of my greatest prides on this campus. I have become a student leader, another thing I can bring to my internship provider in Washington D.C.. 

Through Penn State classes such as Comm 260, Comm 461 and Comm 462, I learned how to write a quality feature story as well as improve my event coverage. My story about the Penn State Storm Chase Team was an incredible learning experience. Working to collect my sources and accommodate their busy student schedules to get the responses I needed was a crucial skill to learn. It also taught me how to do research on a topic so that I can go into interviews about a less common topic with a baseline of knowledge. These classes gave me more practice in being versatile and taught me how to work well with sources. These skills are something crucial to a 

journalism internship. I’ve learned how to be persistent to get what I need to meet a tight deadline. 

In this essay, I have told several stories about how I have learned to be a journalist here at Penn State. If I am chosen as a participant in the Stanley E. Degler Washington Program, I will bring my all to wherever I intern. I would love to intern at a news agency like CNN or the Washington Post where I could learn a million new things but also bring a million new things to the table. I am motivated to the extreme. I will never stop working hard to get what I want and what I need. I have drive. I do not stop working once I start and I never stop moving towards the end result. I am genuine. I will always give my honest opinion and my hardest work no matter what I am doing. I am a leader. I can lead myself to success as well as teams of people. I know how to work with individuals to make a group cohesive and to get a desired result. I am a skilled journalist. I have written countless pieces from serious news to fluff pieces. I can churn out multiple stories in a day or sit down and work tirelessly on one story to ensure absolute perfection. I am a qualified and desirable candidate for the Washington Program. Thank you very much for considering me for this program, and I look forward to hopefully interviewing with you to show you even more of why I am the best candidate for the Washington Program. 
