Dear Dean Hardin and selection committee, 
I would like to nominate Danielle Harris for the Deans’ Excellence Award. During my three years at the Bellisario College, I have worked with Danielle on big and small projects and have always been impressed by her work ethic, excellence, responsibility and care that she brings to her work. 
Last summer she helped me develop an asynchronous course titled Entrepreneurial Journalism. We had a weekly call, and Danielle has not only established a good project management plan but made something that seemed daunting and overwhelming manageable and fun! We launched the course this spring, and I have heard great things from the students about how excellent the course has been, how the design makes the course seem even more engaging than some of the courses they took in residence. I have been thinking how it’s all thanks to Danielle for always thinking out-of-the-box, being open to experiments and always prioritizing and deeply thinking about students learning experiences independent of the learning environment. She has a way of suggesting ideas and coming up with extraordinary solutions for course design. 
She is our MVP at the Bellisario College. 
Danielle inspires curiosity and learning not only among out students through improving our courses but also through supporting efforts to motivate our faculty to be lifelong learners, to always ask questions and think about choices we make through students’ perspectives. 
She introduced me, a newbie teacher, to lots of taxonomies, teaching technologies and tools, made me look at things I thought were best practices through a different lens. I love how she is such an advocate for accessibility and discovery. 
When I think of major new tools that our college implemented recently, such as Simple Syllabus, I always think of how smooth those projects have been integrated thanks largely to Danielle. She is always professional, efficient and so cool under pressure in the face of us, the anxious faculty. 
Danielle is exceptional at putting out fires. When that grading period rolls around and the instructors are pulling their hair over mysterious functionalities of Canvas, Danielle is our go-to person. She would almost always know the answer and if not, she’d help you find that answer. 
I hope you consider Danielle for the Deans’ Excellence Award. I cannot think of anyone who is more deserving than Danielle to receive this honor. 
Sincerely, 

Mila Sanina
Assistant teaching professor
Department of journalism
Mfs6664@psu.edu
