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For Spring 2023 I was assigned to teach the asynchronous Professional Sales (Comm 384) class launched a year earlier by Anne Hoag. I had never taught an asynchronous class and it is no exaggeration to state that without Danielle Harris’s support, Spring 2023 would not have ended well.  She was my combined cheerleader, trouble shooter and friend who apparently possessed Harry Potteresque magic powers.  
I would send her a question about something that seemed complex and mysterious and a few hours later, without fail, I’d receive a response, something akin to ‘all fixed’.  Now I know how my kids felt when I would come to their rescue.  At no time did Danielle ever doubt my ability to pull off this class, even when I was seriously doubting myself.  After the first few semesters I became confident.  And by summer 2024, with three semesters of 384 completed, I finally felt I owned it.   I emailed Danielle in May 2024 and told her that  384 needed an overhaul and could we chat?  We scheduled a Zoom early in the summer and I explained my vision.  She essentially agreed, saying she knew it needed a refresh, but she was waiting for me to be ready.  Using that same “Mom” analogy – how often do we see something our children have not yet acknowledged but we let them come to that recognition on their own.  It’s a bit humbling and also heartwarming because I knew no matter what, Danielle had my back.  I spent scores of hours last summer rebuilding 384, using Anne’s pedagogy but approaching it from where I lived.  Danielle would review, comment and I’d tweak.  By the end of the summer, I was proud of what we created together.  
THEN that dang Simple Syllabus became a thing.  Danielle, once again, stepped in to help. The training class she offered was helpful, but naturally, I still had questions.  And once again, Danielle reviewed, offered (always spot-on) suggestions on what to change.  With her input, I feel I have become a better instructor, which means my students have benefited as well.   
The woman is a design virtuoso and I am grateful she is ours.  
