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High 44° ❚ Low 39°
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Yankees’ plans

Aaron Boone gives updates on Frankie
Montas, DJ LeMahieu and others. 1B

Tax the rich?

Bills announced in several states renew
push for state wealth taxes. 3A

S
houlders, arms and hands straining, Mia Emory powered the

bright blue racer around the track at the top of Korpi Ice Rink

in Bayonne. h Mia did laps in the long, low-slung wheelchair

using both arms, then just her left, to try to build up the mus-

cles to match her dominant right side. By the time the 17-year-old slid

out of the seat, she had long since shed the pink jacket she’d worn to

keep off� the icy chill, and now leaned against the wall to do sit-ups.

h Her 12-year-old middle sister, Sofi�a, was at the far end of the track

working on throws. The youngest sibling, 11-year-old Yiman, lounged

on the pole-vault landing pad with her iPad and day-old iPhone, wear-

ing dark sunglasses like a Hollywood starlet. She’d had surgery earlier

in the week and had to skip the New Jersey Navigators’ fi�rst indoor

practice. h Holly and Pete Emory adopted the girls, all of whom have

physical disabilities. The Sayreville couple long ago decided physical

variance wouldn’t keep the girls from being involved with sports. h But

that is easier said than done.

MAIN: Karam Damra of Parsippany
moves around the ice during the 
New Jersey Devils’ youth sled hockey
team’s practice on Dec. 2, 2022, at
Codey Arena in South Orange.
ANNE-MARIE CARUSO/NORTHJERSEY.COM

Kids with physical disabilities
struggle with access to sports

Jane Havsy NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY Coming Monday
Limb loss can make being active
expensive.

TOP RIGHT: Mia Emory of Sayreville
uses a racing wheelchair during a
New Jersey Navigators practice on
April 30, 2022, at Rahway River Park.
MICHAEL KARAS/NORTHJERSEY.COM

BOTTOM RIGHT: Sofi�a, 12, uses her
Permobil electric wheelchair during 
a family bike ride at Raritan Bay
Waterfront Park in South Amboy 
on Oct. 16, 2022.
MITSU YASUKAWA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

See SPORTS, Page 7A

The state’s longstanding liquor li-
cense laws are under new scrutiny af-
ter Gov. Phil Murphy proposed reform
during his State of the State address.
Referring to the system as “antiquat-
ed” and “confusing,” he pledged to
modernize it as a way to help grow the
economy.

While some see reform as a step in
the right direction to help struggling
small businesses, others said they’re
worried about losing out on million-
dollar investments. They also ques-
tioned whether more liquor licenses
would grow the market and why Mur-
phy wants to add them at a time when
more than 1,000 licenses sit unused
now.

“There is no adequate way to com-
pensate a license holder,” said Michael
Halfacre, executive director of the Beer
Wholesalers’ Association of New Jer-
sey.

“It’s going to hurt the thousands of
small-business owners that may have
their life savings tied up in the pur-
chase of that license, which is part of
their net worth, their retirement plan-
ning and everyday fi�nancial planning,”
he said. “And to just — with one fell
swoop — decide that it’s worth too
much is patently unfair.”

Changes
on tap 
for liquor
licenses
Katie Sobko
NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See LICENSES, Page 9A

In New Jersey, home to one of Bud-
weiser’s oldest breweries, a thriving
craft beer scene and a burgeoning dis-
tillery trade, alcohol has long been a
player in politics.

And Gov. Phil Murphy, who wants to
lift the Prohibition-era cap on liquor li-
censes, has collected the most cam-
paign cash from the alcohol industry
compared with his recent predeces-
sors.

During his 2017 and 2021 runs for of-
fi�ce, he received nearly $149,000 from
alcohol companies, executives and
employees, according to the nonprofi�t
OpenSecrets. That’s close to double
the $80,000 Republican Gov. Chris
Christie raised, and more than four
times as much as the $35,000 the in-
dustry gave Murphy’s 2021 Republican
challenger, Jack Ciattarelli, the organi-
zation’s fi�gures show.

Among former governors, Jon Cor-
zine received $31,750, Jim McGreevey
received $20,825, and Donald DiFran-
cesco received $9,100 from the alcohol 

Alcohol
industry
contributes
to Murphy 
Ashley Balcerzak
NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See CONTRIBUTIONS, Page 8A

For the fi�rst time in more than 30
years, towns in New Jersey’s District 26
were not represented in the state Legis-
lature by a DeCroce in 2022.

But come this time next year, former
Assemblywoman BettyLou DeCroce
hopes to be back in Trenton to claim the
seat she lost in a bitter 2021 GOP pri-
mary after four terms in offi�ce.

DeCroce, 70, formally announced on
Thursday that she will seek the Repub-
lican nomination for the district, set-
ting up another primary fi�ght for the
party that ousted her two years ago.
The 26th, which was redrawn as part of
a statewide redistricting, now covers
portions of Morris and Passaic coun-
ties, stretching from Hanover and Par-
sippany north to Ringwood, but no
longer has a presence in suburban
Essex County.

“We desperately need to elect
eff�ective conservatives to the state
Legislature,” she stated in her cam-
paign announcement.

The Parsippany resident’s an-
nouncement came as no surprise, given
rumors of her candidacy began shortly
after she lost her seat to former Pomp-
ton Lakes Councilman Christian Bar-
ranco in the 2021 GOP primary.

“Government is what I do,” she said
in a 2022 interview with the Daily Rec-
ord when asked about her future plans.
“Government is what I love, what I
know best. I know it inside and out.”

DeCroce is still in government work,
having been hired as the interim town
administrator in Dover last year, a posi-
tion that was made permanent in De-
cember. 

DeCroce joined the legislature in
2012 after the sudden death of her hus-
band, Alex DeCroce, who was the As-
sembly GOP Minority Speaker when he
died suddenly after a session in Tren-
ton in early 2012. He had served in the
Assembly since 1989. 

DeCroce is back to fi�ght ‘woke agenda’
William Westhoven
Morristown Daily Record

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See DECROCE, Page 10A

Then-Assemblywoman BettyLou
DeCroce speaks during the
inauguration of Dr. Anthony J. Iacono,
third president of the County College
of Morris, in Randolph on Oct. 6, 2017.
DAILY RECORD FILE
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Mia has spina bifi�da, a birth defect in
which part of the spinal column doesn’t
develop properly. Her legs are paralyz-
ed, and she has endured multiple sur-
geries since she and her siblings arrived
from China about fi�ve years ago. Sofi�a
has arthrogryposis, which causes stiff�
joints. She walks with braces keeping
her legs steady and can’t lift her arms
above chest height. Unlike her sisters,
Yiman has what she calls “invisible dis-
abilities.” Yiman was born with KBG
syndrome, a rare genetic disorder that
causes muscle weakness. She also has
hearing and vision problems.

Physical activity among children
with disabilities is four times lower than
their non-disabled peers, according to a
2021 report from the American College
of Sports Medicine. But on the Naviga-
tors’ adaptive track team, the Emorys fi�t
in — and can be athletes.

Specialized equipment, like hand-
powered wheelchairs or stabilizing
seats, and activity-specifi�c prostheses
are often necessary to participate. Such
costly aids can’t be found at the local
sporting goods store, nor are they cov-
ered by insurance.

Nonprofi�ts have stepped up to fi�ll the
void, usually by providing grants to
fund acquisition of running blades,
arms that can be used for weightlifting
and other adaptive gear. Teams like the
Navigators, Children’s Lightning
Wheels and Philadelphia-based Katie’s
Komets basketball have chairs that are
shared at practice sessions and games.

Mia’s racer and hand-operated cycle
— which cost thousands of dollars
apiece — are both owned by the Naviga-
tors, but she’s allowed to take them
home.

“It’s pretty expensive to be an ath-
lete,” she said. “Being a para-athlete is
more expensive, because we need dif-
ferent types of equipment. It takes a lot
of investment. … You don’t shake the
tree and get $20,000.”

Health insurance 
doesn’t cover everything

Many employer-sponsored and Af-
fordable Care Act plans include “medi-
cally necessary” prosthetic devices in
their Essential Health Benefi�ts, but that
coverage is not universally available.
Few insurance companies include ac-
tivity-specifi�c prostheses and equip-
ment, leaving people with disabilities —
from children longing to be part of a
team to adults seeking wellness — un-
able to easily get what they need to lead
active lives. 

“Insurance companies are denying
access to what is basic health care,” said
Nicole Ver Kuilen, a below-knee ampu-
tee since age 10 and the manager of pub-
lic engagement for the American Or-
thotic and Prosthetic Association.

“This is about access to physical ac-
tivity, and we know physical activity is
synonymous with health. It’s synony-
mous with being able to control your
weight, preventing obesity, preventing
diabetes, managing your stress, cogni-
tive health in young children. The re-
search on the benefi�ts of physical activ-
ity is enormous. The disability commu-
nity has been long forgotten as it relates
to this necessary part of health care.”

Dave McGill, a vice president at pros-

thesis manufacturer Ossür, pointed out
that most amputees are adults, often
senior citizens. The insurance reim-
bursement codes refl�ect that communi-
ty, one likely to be covered by Medicare.
Kids with limb loss still run, beating up
their prostheses in the process, and face
the additional challenge of replacing
them as they grow.

“There’s no language around this for
pediatrics, and there are few codes that
cover pediatrics,” McGill said. “Where
are most children covered? A huge per-
centage of them are covered by Medi-
caid, and Medicaid programs are not
usually fl�ush with cash to spend on sec-
ondary health care items. They’re pay-
ing for what you need to get by and not
much else.”

Navigating the system

Every state has an insurance pro-
gram for children up to age 18.

However, only one state legislature —
Maine — has added activity-specifi�c
prostheses to insurance coverage. The
new law provides devices designed to
“maximize the enrollee’s ability to am-
bulate, run, bike and swim and to maxi-
mize upper limb function” for people
younger than 18.

If New Jersey passed a similar law,
that would be a game-changer for kids
like Mia, Sofi�a and Yiman — as well as
many of their Navigators teammates.

“That would be a huge barrier to a lot
of people coming out and attempting to
get their kids involved (in adaptive
sports),” said Mia’s mom, Holly Emory, a
nurse working primarily with geriatric
patients for 25 years.

“If they did a quick Google search and
saw the cost of the equipment that is
needed, I think it would very likely deter
a lot of people. ‘Maybe next year, we’ll
set money aside and be able to do it’,”
Holly Emory said.

“It’s showing up and seeing what
other kids have and talking to the
coaches and parents. If they didn’t
(share equipment), we wouldn’t be able
to play. We wouldn’t have the re-
sources.”

Finding an adaptive family

Involvement in sports goes beyond
even the obvious benefi�ts of physical
activity. It off�ers a sense of belonging.

That’s something 11-year-old Karam
Damra of Parsippany likes about the
New Jersey Devils youth sled hockey
team.

Karam has muscle weakness from
treatment for neuroblastoma — a type
of nerve-cell cancer — when he was an
infant. He uses a wheelchair off� the ice,
as do most of his teammates, who range
in age from 7 to adults in their 40s. Teen
stand-up hockey players volunteer to
teach skills, push sleds around the ice

and occasionally right them after spills. 
It is Karam’s third season on the free

recreational team, which is primarily
sponsored by the Essex County Depart-
ment of Parks, Recreation and Cultural
Aff�airs. The team lent him a sled, which
costs about $800. Karam was given a
red-and-black New Jersey Devils No. 99
jersey with his last name on the back,
just like the National Hockey League
players wear. He has also received other
essential gear, like a helmet ($90); el-
bow pads and shin guards; gloves ($50);
and a $100 pair of sticks, each with
spikes for maneuvering on one end and
a wide, fl�at edge to play the puck on the
other.

“Wheelchair ice hockey is cool be-
cause it’s kind of the same thing. It’s not
very diff�erent from people standing,”
Karam said.

Karam has become a big Devils fan,
chasing the mascot down in a hallway at
a preseason game to pose for photos.

Karam was nicknamed Zoom-Zoom
as he speeds down the halls at Central
Middle School in Parsippany. The mid-
dle-school basketball team will be hav-
ing tryouts soon, so his elder sister Haya
Damra is trying to fi�nd a nearby wheel-
chair team with specialized equipment.
When Karam tried to play in his regular
chair during gym class, the ball would
ricochet away, and he found dribbling
and pushing simultaneously to be chal-
lenging.

Damra, 23, hopes “to get on the in-
side” of the nonprofi�t network and sign
Karam up for other adaptive activities.

“People in wheelchairs, it doesn’t
mean that they can’t do anything,” Ka-
ram said.

More ways to succeed

Mia Emory is hoping to prove that to
people without disabilities as well.

Her Sayreville High School class-
mates “looked at me like I was joking”
when she attended a preseason meeting
for the swim team, not knowing she’s al-
ready competed at Move United nation-
als and is one of just nine athletes in
USA Triathlon’s junior para-develop-
ment program.

Mia received a Challenged Athletes
Foundation grant that will allow her to
buy her own custom-fi�tted racer, at a ne-
gotiated cost of about $4,000 — more
than $2,000 off� retail. She pondered
color options during a recent Navigators
practice in Bayonne. Black is her favor-
ite, but she also wants it to be “blinding
… so people can see me coming
through,” so maybe a touch of red.

Mia also hopes to get her own hand-
cycle, “not just for triathlon, but for life.”
However, the high-end bike that fi�ts her
physical and training needs costs al-
most $8,000 retail.

Mia has wanted to represent the
United States at the Olympics since
watching the Games on TV shortly after
emigrating to the United States.

“If I see (the) able-bodied do it, I al-
ways think I can do it. I feel like I can do
more,” Mia said. “I can fi�gure a way to do
it. It might not be the same, running on
the track with two legs. I use two wheels
instead of two legs.”

Jane Havsy is a storyteller for the
Daily Record and DailyRecord.com, part
of the USA TODAY Network. For full ac-
cess to live scores, breaking news and
analysis, subscribe today .

Want to share your story with me? 
Email: JHavsy@gannett.com
Twitter: @dailyrecordspts

From left, sisters Yiman, Mia and Sofi�a Emory, who have physical disabilities, enjoy a family bike ride with their father, Pete Emory, at Raritan Bay Waterfront Park in
South Amboy on Oct. 16, 2022. MITSU YASUKAWA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

Karam Damra of Parsippany moves the puck as the New Jersey Devils’ sled
hockey team practices on Dec. 2, 2022, at Codey Arena in South Orange.
ANNE-MARIE CARUSO/NORTHJERSEY.COM

Mia Emory of Sayreville, a 17-year-old with spina bifi�da, rides her handcycle at
Raritan Bay Waterfront Park in South Amboy on Oct. 16, 2022.
MITSU YASUKAWA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

Sports
Continued from Page 1A
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PISCATAWAY — It was the worst pos-
sible start for Rutgers basketball: two
fouls on center Cliff� Omoruyi in the fi�rst
minute of the seasons’ biggest game.

In came backup postman Dean Reib-
er, a sophomore who was ranked as the
398th-best recruit coming out of high
school. Translation: Not a high-major
player.

Steve Pikiell recruited him anyway,
and now he sent Reiber into battle
against John Harrar, Penn State’s bull-
dozer center.

One minute later, Reiber drilled a 3-
pointer from straightaway.

Thirty seconds after that, he fl�ushed
an alley-oop dunk over Harrar.

Then he drew a foul and made both
free throws.

Rutgers forged ahead from there,
grinding out a 59-58 victory that plants
at least one foot in the NCAA Tourna-
ment fi�eld. Reiber’s performance was an

RU’s perfect Senior Day: ‘These are the kids that said yes’

On Rutgers
Jerry Carino

Asbury Park Press

USA TODAY NETWORK – N.J.

Rutgers forward Ron Harper Jr. (24) and guard Geo Baker (0) are applauded
during the Senior Day ceremony before the game against Penn State at Jersey
Mike’s Arena. VINCENT CARCHIETTA/USA TODAY SPORTS See CARINO, Page 3B

The NFL Combine is in the rear-view
mirror, which means the off�season is
about to heat up in a big way for the
New York Jets. 

Free agency starts next week — and

the Jets are among the league leaders in
cap space and expected to be key play-
ers — and will obviously play a huge
role in how GM Joe Douglas and coach
Robert Saleh attack April’s draft. But
this is also the perfect checkpoint to
forecast what they might do, with so
many possibilities still open. 

The Jets are in position to make a
leap with four picks in the fi�rst 38. How
will they attack it? 

Here’s our fi�rst full, seven-round

mock draft. 

Fifth round: Bo Melton, WR,
Rutgers

The Garden State native quietly
turned some heads at the Senior Bowl,
but there was nothing under-the-radar
about his performance at the Combine
last week where he ran a 4.34 40-yard 

JETS AND GIANTS: 2022 MOCK DRAFTS

Rutgers wide receiver Bo Melton goes through drills during the 2022 NFL Scouting Combine on March 3 at Lucas Oil
Stadium in Indianapolis. KIRBY LEE/USA TODAY SPORTS

So many choices
for Jets in 2022
Will they focus on off�ense or defense among top 10 picks?

On the Jets
Andy Vasquez

NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – N.J.

See VASQUEZ, Page 3B

The NFL Combine is in the rear-
view and Giants brass is continuing its
dual focus of free agency, which begins
March 16, and next month’s draft.

The Giants have two picks in the
Top 10, and general manager Joe
Schoen has plenty of options as he
continues to rework and rebuild the
roster. 

There will be numerous diffi�cult de-
cisions coming down the pike, all of
which will be intertwined within the
overall quest to turn the Giants into
winners again. The biggest piece of
that, of course, is the draft, and Schoen
has already been very clear about his
priorities in terms of building a foun-
dation:

It’s the draft and everything else.
Schoen can stay put and grab the

best players on his board, or trade back
to accrue assets, whether that is with
more swings at the plate this year or
more picks for next year.

Using The Draft Network’s mock
draft simulator, here’s what I would do
with the Giants in our second try at
predicting what will happen:

6th round: Bo Melton, WR,
Rutgers

Melton is a playmaking weapon on
off�ense: a talented receiver who can
strike from all over the fi�eld, meaning
he transcends the traditional positions
within systems that refuse to bend to
strategy and skill.

In the past, coaches might have
tried to force Melton to focus on one
spot in order to better his chances at 

Giants’
Schoen
holding
cards
Who we would pick for
Big Blue post-Combine

On the Giants
Art Stapleton

NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK – N.J.

See STAPLETON, Page 3B

SPORTS

NEWARK — When Gracie Meyers
walked into the Prudential Center be-
fore the NJSIAA girls ice hockey fi�nal on
Monday morning, “the rink looked so
big.” Meyers, the Morristown Beard
goaltender, felt a little anxious. 

Until she stepped out and started
skating, realizing quickly, “It’s all ice.”

Meyers preserved a shutout as the
Crimson defeated Princeton Day, 7-0, to
defend their title. It was the fi�rst of fi�ve
NJSIAA hockey championships on

Monday, as the NJSIAA embraced the
girls game for the fi�rst time.

When Morristown Beard beat Sum-
mit at the Prudential Center two years
ago, it was an independent statewide
tournament. The fi�nal was held in con-
junction with an annual girls all-star
game sponsored by the New Jersey Dev-
ils, the day before the boys’ fi�nals.

Being “involved in the big picture”
added a little more meaning to this sec-
ond title for Morristown Beard coach
Bruce Driver, who wore the girls’ state
championship ring on his left hand and
the ring he earned when the Devils won
the 1995 Stanley Cup on his right. 

Girls hockey will have its own
NJSIAA-approved division — or maybe
two — next season. It is slated to be
named after former Chatham athletic
director and current Watchung Hills
principal Bill Librera. Librera ushered
the Chatham-Madison co-op into
existence in 2016, and was a driving
force behind the inaugural girls state
tournament.

Librera was among the dignitaries
who presented the NJSIAA trophy to
Morristown Beard captains Leah Steck-
er, Logan Sutera and Katie Ewig.

“It’s the same feeling I had when we
won the fi�rst state championship,” said

Penn State-bound Stecker, a Randolph
resident who had four goals and an as-
sist on Monday.

“The game is growing, and it’s excit-
ing to be the fi�rst of everything. I can’t
really explain the feeling.”

Though most of the current Crimson
juniors and seniors were on the roster
for the 2020 championship, these play-
ers came into Monday’s fi�nal with a dif-
ferent attitude. After defeating Prince-
ton Day (14-6) on the road in January,
Morristown Beard had lost to the Pan-
thers in a Prep semifi�nal and was shut 

Morristown Beard girls add to New Jersey ice hockey history
Jane Havsy
Morristown Daily Record

USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

See HOCKEY, Page 2B
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Knicks

Wednesday: at Mavericks, 8:30 p.m.
(MSG)
Friday: at Grizzlies, 8 p.m. (MSG)
Sunday: at Nets, 1 p.m. (ABC)

Nets

Today: at Hornets, 7 p.m. (YES)
Thursday: at 76ers, 7:30 p.m. (YES/
TNT)
Sunday: vs. Knicks, 1 p.m. (ABC)

Devils

Today: vs. Avalanche, 7 p.m. (MSG+)
Thursday: vs. Jets, 7 p.m. (MSG+2)
Saturday: vs. Ducks, 7 p.m. (MSG+)

Rangers

Today: at Wild, 8 p.m. (MSG)
Thursday: at Blues, 8 p.m. (MSG)
Saturday: at Stars, 8 p.m (MSG)

Islanders

Thursday: vs. Blue Jackets, 7:30 p.m.
(MSG+)
Friday: vs. Jets, 7:30 p.m. (MSG+)
Sunday: vs. Ducks, 7:30 p.m. (MSG+)

Rutgers

MEN'S BASKETBALL
Big Ten Tournament, TBA

Seton Hall

MEN'S BASKETBALL
Big East Tournament: TBA

Red Bulls

Sunday: vs. Minnesota Lynx, 2 p.m.
(MSG, ESPN+)
March 20: vs. Columbus Crew, 2 p.m
(MSG, ESPN+)
April 2: at New England Revolution,
7:30 p.m. (MSG, ESPN+)

NYC FC

Today: vs. Comunicaciones, 8 p.m.
(FS1)*
Saturday: vs. CF Montreal, 1 p.m.
(ESPN+)
March 15: at Comunicaciones, 9 pm.
(FS1) at Guatemala City, Guatemala*
*Concacaf Champions League, at East
Hartford, Conn.

SCHEDULE

(All times Eastern)
Schedule subject to change and/or blackouts
Tuesday, March 8
AFRICA LEAGUE BASKETBALL
12:30 p.m.
NBATV — SLAC (Guinea) vs. US Monastir (Tunisia), Diamniadio,
Senegal
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (MEN'S)
2 p.m.
ACCN — Atlantic Coast Tournament: Boston College vs.
Pittsburgh, First Round, Brooklyn, N.Y.
4:30 p.m.
ACCN — Atlantic Coast Tournament: NC State vs. Clemson, First
Round, Brooklyn, N.Y.
5 p.m.
ESPN2 — Atlantic Sun Tournament: Jacksonville at Bellarmine,
Championship
7 p.m.
ACCN — Atlantic Coast Tournament: Georgia Tech vs. Louisville,
First Round, Brooklyn, N.Y.
CBSSN — Colonial Tournament: TBD, Championship, Washington
ESPN — Horizon Tournament: TBD, Championship, Indianapolis
ESPN2 — Northeast Tournament: Wagner at Bryant,
Championship

9 p.m.
ESPN — West Coast Tournament: TBD, Championship, Las Vegas
ESPN2 — Summit League Tournament: TBD, Championship,
Sioux Falls, S.D.
COLLEGE BASKETBALL (WOMEN'S)
12 p.m.
ESPNU — Horizon Tournament: TBD, Championship, Indianapolis
2 p.m.
ESPNU — Summit League Tournament: TBD, Championship,
Sioux Falls, S.D.
4 p.m.
ESPNU — West Coast Tournament: TBD, Championship, Las
Vegas
NBA BASKETBALL
7:30 p.m.
TNT — New Orleans at Memphis
10 p.m.
TNT — LA Clippers at Golden State
PARALYMPICS
12 p.m.
USA — Para Biathlon (Men's & Women's 10km); Para Alpine Skiing
(Men's & Women's Super Combined); & More (Taped)
SOCCER (MEN'S)
3 p.m.

CBS — UEFA Champions League: Inter Milan at Liverpool, Round
of 16 Leg 2
8 p.m.
FS1 — CONCACAF Champions League: NY City FC vs.
Comunicaciones, Quarterfinal Leg 1, East Hartford, Conn.
10 p.m.
FS1 — CONCACAF Champions League: León at Seattle,
Quarterfinal Leg 1
SOCCER (WOMEN'S)
2:50 p.m.
FS2 — CONCACAF U-20 Championship: U.S. vs. Haiti,
Quarterfinal, San Cristóbal, Dominican Republic
5:50 p.m.
FS2 — CONCACAF U-20 Championship: El Salvador vs. Mexico,
Quarterfinal, Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic
11 p.m.
FS2 — CONMEBOL U-17 Group Stage: Venezuela vs. Bolivia, Group
B, Montevideo, Uruguay (Taped)
1 a.m. (Wednesday)
FS2 — CONMEBOL U-17 Group Stage: Paraguay vs. Brazil, Group B,
Montevideo, Uruguay (Taped)
TENNIS
10:30 p.m.
TENNIS — BNP Paribas Open-WTA Eisenhower Cup 

ON THE AIR

Russia has been a popular destina-
tion for WNBA players like Brittney
Griner over the past two decades be-
cause of the money they can make play-
ing there in the winter.

With top players earning more than
$1 million – nearly quadruple what they
can make as a base salary in the WNBA
– Griner, Breanna Stewart, Diana Taura-
si, Sue Bird and Jonquel Jones have
been willing to spend their off�season
playing far from home. It’s tough for
WNBA players to turn down that kind of
money despite safety concerns and pol-
itics in some of the countries where they
play.

The 31-year-old Griner, a seven-time
All-Star for the Phoenix Mercury, has

played in Russia since 2014. She was re-
turning from a break for the FIBA Wom-
en’s Basketball World Cup qualifying
tournaments when she was arrested at
an airport near Moscow last month after
Russian authorities said a search of her
luggage revealed vape cartridges.

On Saturday, the State Department
issued a “do not travel” advisory for Rus-
sia because of its invasion of Ukraine
and urged all U.S. citizens to depart im-
mediately, citing factors including “the
potential for harassment against U.S.
citizens by Russian government securi-
ty offi�cials” and “the Embassy’s limited
ability to assist” Americans in Russia.

Turkey, Australia, China and France
also have strong women’s basketball
domestic leagues where some of the
WNBA’s best play in their off�season.

Why are Russian salaries so high?

Russian sports leagues have been
able to pay top players these high sala-
ries because some of the teams are
funded by government municipalities
while others are owned by oligarchs
who care more about winning champi-
onships and trophies than being profi�t-
able. 

There are stories of Russian owners
putting up players in luxury accommo-
dations and taking them on shopping
sprees and buying them expensive gifts
in addition to paying their salaries.

The Russian league has a completely
diff�erent fi�nancial structure from the
WNBA, where there is a salary cap, play-
ers’ union and collective bargaining
agreement.

The WNBA has made strides to in-
crease player salaries and fi�nd other
ways to compensate players in the last

CBA, which was ratifi�ed in 2020. The
contract, which runs through 2027, pays
players an average of $130,000, with the
top stars able to earn more than
$500,000 through salary, marketing
agreements, an in-season tournament
and bonuses. The CBA also provides full
salaries while players are on maternity
leave, enhanced family benefi�ts, travel
standards and other health and well-
ness improvements.

Who plays there?
More than a dozen WNBA players

were playing in Russia and Ukraine this
winter. Almost half of the WNBA’s 144
players were overseas this off�season.

Will this last? 
From purely a basketball stand point,

the CBA will make it more diffi�cult for
WNBA players to compete overseas in
the future. 

Players take risk for overseas paydays
Doug Feinberg 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NCAAB
Tuesday

Favorite Spread O/U ML Underdog
Boston College 1.5 128.5 -130 PITTSBURGH
CLEMSON 5.5 142.5 -250 NC State
Rider 1.5 138.5 -130 MANHATTAN
BELLARMINE 3.5 122.5 -165 Jacksonville
BRYANT 3.5 149.5 -165 Wagner
FAIRFIELD 2.5 132.5 -150 Canisius
LOUISVILLE 1.5 133.5 -120 Georgia Tech
Marshall 2.5 144.5 -165 FIU
UTSA 2.5 138.5 -165 Southern Miss
CA BAPTIST 6.5 147.5 -300 utrgv
MARIST 2.5 140.5 -150 Quinnipiac
CS Bakersfield 4.5 128.5 -210 CSUN
UTAH VALLEY 12.5 132.5 -1000 Chicago State
UC DAVIS 5.5 126.5 -250 Cal Poly

ODDS PROVIDED BY

Odds are subject to change. Tipico Sportsbook
does not offer lines for New Jersey-based college
sports teams. Gannett may earn revenue from
audience referrals to betting services. Newsrooms
are independent of any such relationships and
there is no influence on news coverage. Terms and
conditions apply, see site for details.* 21+ only.
Gambling Problem? Call: 1-800-GAMBLER (NJ, PA,
IL, VA), 1-800-522-4700 (CO, NV, KS),
1-800-BETS-OFF (IA), 1-800-9-WITH-IT (IN),
1-800-589-9966 (OH), 1-877-770-7867 (LA),
1-888-238-7633 (MO), 1-888-777-9696 (MS). Call
or text: 1-800-889-9789 (TN).

For the latest picks and expert analysis, go to
sportsbookwire.com

Scan for $750 offer

For a limited time,

double your fi�rst deposit

with an instant 100%

match up to $750*

Odds available as of print deadline

out by Hoosac, a boarding school in New
York, in the fi�nal of its multi-state
league.

“Last time we lost, and didn’t play
very well,” said Meyers, who stopped all
11 of the Panthers’ shots. “I tried to work
harder and get what I wanted. ... When
you’re here, it’s a great experience. But
you have to use your mind and keep
pumped. It’s just ice.”

Building hockey’s future

These big games are what Driver had
envisioned when he helped launch the
Morristown Beard girls program in the
2000-01 season. The Crimson joined
Pingry and Princeton High School when
it was founded, as well as independent
Lawrenceville, Stuart Country Day and
Princeton Day.

There are currently 14 girls hockey
teams at NJSIAA member schools in six
counties, with more in development.

The National Federation of State
High School Associations’ fi�rst refer-
ence to girls hockey is in a 1973-74 par-

ticipation survey, with 96 players at 26
schools. The fi�rst New Jersey team is
listed two years later, just one with 25
players.

That number ballooned to 9,650
players on 642 girls-only teams nation-
wide in the 2018-19 school year.

However, girls ice hockey doesn’t
crack the top 10 in schools or partici-

pants, lagging behind better-estab-
lished sports such as volleyball, soccer
and swimming.

New Jersey had 395 female players in
that NFHS survey, though no teams
were counted – probably because the
NJSIAA had yet to offi�cially sanction
girls ice hockey. However, according to
data going back to the 2002-03 school

year, the number of girls teams in New
Jersey grew from six to 19.

“I point to the U.S. Olympic team. The
women’s team has done well for 20
years,” said Driver, a Canadian who lives
in Montville. “There’s been more focus
on those athletes and more focus on
female athletes as a whole. It’s great for
the girls to have the opportunity.”

Morristown Beard (17-3-1) and
Princeton Day were the two top seeds in
this year’s tournament. The Crimson
scored 17 goals and allowed just two in
three playoff� games. They end the sea-
son having won eight of their last nine. 

“I almost started crying on the ice,”
said Sutera, a senior forward from Jef-
ferson who scored twice in the fi�nal.

“Being with new people every year,
getting close with them, it’s amazing. It
promotes for other girls who want to
play hockey. It grows the game. It kind of
stresses me out a little, trying to be the
positive one. It’s kind of hard, but I try to
look past everything and see the fresh-
men and sophomore girls be happy. I
know I’m going to remember this my en-
tire life. I didn’t start this, but I was here
at the beginning. It’s surreal.”

Email: JHavsy@gannett.com Twit-
ter: @dailyrecordspts

Hockey
Continued from Page 1B

Morristown Beard celebrates after winning their second NJSIAA girls ice hockey
championship after defeating Princeton Day, 7-0, on Monday at the Prudential
Center in Newark. COURTESY OF JOANNE DZAMA/MORRISTOWN BEARD SCHOOL

LAS VEGAS – Alex Bowman beat
NASCAR champion Kyle Larson in a
door-to-door overtime battle at Las Ve-
gas Motor Speedway that sent Hendrick
Motorsports to victory lane for the sec-
ond consecutive week.

The win Sunday was the fi�rst of the
year for Bowman and seventh of his ca-
reer. It was the second through three
NASCAR races this season for team
owner Rick Hendrick. 

Bowman got his shot at the win when
a caution with three laps remaining

shifted the race from a pair of Joe Gibbs
Racing cars to the Hendrick teammates.
Las Vegas native Kyle Busch and team-
mate Martin Truex Jr. were in a lap-by-
lap chess match for the win until the
12th caution ended the stirring duel. 

Erik Jones lost control of his car with
three laps remaining and crashed when
he overcorrected. 

Bubba Wallace had to swerve hard to
avoid drilling Jones’ disabled car and it
caused Wallace to slam hard into an in-
terior wall. NASCAR threw the caution
to send the race into overtime and the
leaders all headed to pit road for a tire
change. 

The Hendrick trio of Bowman, Lar-
son and William Byron all changed just
two tires to get off� pit road fi�rst through
third. Busch, who had gone to the pits as
the leader, took four tires and came off�
pit road in fourth. 

Larson, the defending Las Vegas
winner and winner last week in Califor-
nia, chose the outside line for the restart
with Bowman on his inside. The two
were in a drag race over the fi�nal two
laps and Bowman only got signifi�cant as
he closed in on the checkered fl�ag. 

Bowman, who led three times for 16
laps, beat Larson to the fi�nish line by
0.178 seconds. 

“This thing was so fast all day. Never
had the track position we needed to
show it,” said Bowman.

Ross Chastain fi�nished third for
TrackHouse Racing and a podium
sweep for Chevrolet. Chastain, who had
led just 75 laps over 117 previous starts,
led a race-high 83 laps. 

Busch fi�nished fourth in a backup
Toyota after crashing in Saturday morn-
ing practice when his tire went fl�at. 

The wreck destroyed his car and be-
cause backups are in short supply at the
start of NASCAR’s rollout of the Next
Gen model, the only option JGR had was
a “parts car” not meant for competition. 

Bowman edges Larson in OT battle
Jenna Fryer 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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   Full wall panels made from LuxStone™, 
an exceptionally durable and attractive 
material that requires minimal maintenance

   Decorative accent wall options that 
can provide a visual impact and help 
you achieve the perfect aesthetic 
appearance for your bathroom

   In-wall storage options, including moveable 
shelves and hooks that maximize your 
shower space and enable you to easily 
organize your bathing accessories
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LuxStone Showers
LuxStone Showers
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plus

0%
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LOW MONTHLY 
PAYMENT PLAN
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Wherever Rosemary Parisi goes in Mount Olive,
she meets people who know her daughter, Gabriella.

GiGi, who has Down syndrome, was a year-round,
general-education athlete at Mount Olive High
School and Homecoming queen. She even appeared
on a Times Square billboard, sponsored by the Na-
tional Down Syndrome Society. 

Sports have been key to GiGi’s popularity, surpris-
ing even Rosemary, a special education teacher at
MacKinnon Middle School in Wharton.

GiGi was part of the Mount Olive fi�eld hockey, bas-
ketball and softball teams alongside her neurotypical
peers. She also participates with Mount Olive’s Spe-

cial Olympics Unifi�ed track and fi�eld program, which
blends students with intellectual disabilities and neu-
rotypical partners.

Unifi�ed clubs, teams and events often require lower
time commitments than their general-education
equivalents. But there are few limitations on what can
be called Unifi�ed, or how inclusive those programs
should be.

David May of Morristown thinks Unifi�ed is more re-
strictive than promised by the Americans with Dis-
abilities Act.

The ADA prohibits discrimination on the basis of
disability. The related Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act makes free appropriate public 

Big enough stage? 

Mount Olive’s Anthony Brutico jumps in the long jump at the NJSIAA Unifi�ed Track and Field Championships
on June 8 at Franklin High School. ALEXANDER LEWIS/MYCENTRALJERSEY

How inclusive is Special Olympics Unifi�ed program?
Jane Havsy
Morristown Daily Record | USA TODAY NETWORK 

See PROGRAM, Page 7A

Facing fi�nancial diffi�culties, Madison’s “Univer-
sity in the Woods” wants to sell off� some of its 53
acres of forestland to developers and is taking the
borough to court to get it done.

Drew University recently fi�led an application in
Morris County Superior Court seeking to vacate a
conditional judgment of compliance and repose for
Madison, alleging the borough “knowingly and pur-
posefully refused to 

disclose the development potential of Drew’s un-
developed surplus land.”

Attorneys for the university also alleged in court
papers that “misconduct” by Madison offi�cials re-
duced its court-mandated aff�ordable housing obliga-
tions while also denying zoning changes that would
allow Drew to sell portions of its “Drew Forest” to de-
velopers at market rate.

“For over four years, Madison engaged in a sophis-
ticated scheme to skirt its constitutional aff�ordable-
housing obligation and prevent inclusionary housing

Madison,
Drew head
to court over
forest confl�ict

See COURT, Page 9A

William Westhoven
Morristown Daily Record | USA TODAY NETWORK 

After the Fed’s latest interest rate hike two weeks
ago, mortgage rates have reached their highest levels
since 2008 and the real estate calculus has gotten
more complicated in North Jersey. 

The average mortgage rate on a 30-year loan sat at
6.04% last Wednesday for borrowers with good cred-
it, according to Bankrate. On a half-million-dollar
home, that means a buyer would pay $3,011 a month,
up from $2,089 a year ago, when the average rate was
2.93%. 

But every housing market is local, real estate
agents note. North Jersey is still suff�ering from a
shortage of available housing, and its diverse econo-
my can better withstand the impact of higher interest
rates than other areas, agents said. Fears of a reces-
sion, however, are growing as the Federal Reserve
considers more rate increases to tame infl�ation. 

Here’s what you need to know if you’re buying or
selling a property in the area, or wondering whether
to stay on the sidelines.

With spiking
mortgage rates, do
you buy, sell or hold?

See RATES, Page 10A

Mary Chao
NorthJersey.com | USA TODAY NETWORK 
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Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF 
Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime!

Call today to schedule your

FREE ESTIMATE

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed 
on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply 
and the offer may not available in your area. Offer expires                   . If you call the number 
provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technolo-
gies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy 
Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. 

Made in 
the USA

WHY

METAL ROOFING? 

STRONG AS STEEL WITH 
THE ATTRACTIVE LOOK OF  
VARIOUS ROOF STYLES
From Dimensional Shingles to clas-
sic styles reminiscent of Cedar Shake 
and Spanish Tile, an architectural 
roofing system by Erie Metal Roofs 
can enhance the beauty of your home 
while protecting your family and 
property for a lifetime.

Choose from 
3 styles with 
multiple color
options:

DIMENSIONAL 
SHINGLES

WOODEN
SHAKE

SPANISH
TILE

LIMITED TIME OFFER

TAKE AN ADDITIONAL 

10% off

 

60% off
YOUR INSTALLATION

Install for Military, Health 
Workers and First Responders

+

Warranty - Limited Lifetime. 
Transferable to 1 subsequent 
owner from original purchaser. 
Terms and conditions apply.  
Hail up to 2.5”, Appearance  
of the surface coating beyond 
normal wear and tear.

Limited time offer. 
Expires 

973-532-2394

 7/31/2022

 7/31/2022

BEFORE AFTER Lasts 3 times longer than traditional 
asphalt shingles

Resistant to rust, hail, fire and winds 
up to 120 mph

Limited lifetime warranty - for as long 
as you own your residence

Over 100,000 satisfied customers

getametalroof.com/FreeEstimate

Limited Time Offer. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Call for details.

Satisfaction Guaranteed.  
No payment required until the job is 
finished and you’re completely satisfied.

Lifetime Performance Guarantee.  
We guarantee that our products will keep 
your gutters free of leaves and clogs for 
the rest of the life of your home.

Competitive Pricing & Discounts.  
20% off all jobs.

Ask us about our senior 
citizen & military discounts.

CLOG 
FREE 
GUTTERS

The best 
solut ion for

FREE ESTIMATES
862-325-2472

SPRING SAVINGS

End  gut te r  c l ean ing  fo reve r !
20% OFF

SPRING SAVINGS

End  gut te r  c l ean ing  fo reve r !
20% OFF

Save up to HALF the Price of Major Competitors!

Best Design ∙ Best Product ∙ Best Price ∙ Best Warranty

ALL JOBS

The ONLY Gutter Guard 
GUARANTEED  

to Collect All Rain Water

Call Today and Receive FREE GUTTER CLEANING 
  with your Gutter Guard Install

0% 
Financing 
Available

What Our Customers are Saying

All American Gutter Protection’s gutter guard 
system is the best system on the market. Very 
robust, extremely effective, and barely visible 
with a lifetime warranty. Cost is comparable 
to systems of much lower quality. Installers 
were prompt, courteous, and cautions. Highly 
recommended.

- Mark Rufener

education available to more than 7.5
million eligible children with disabilities
— in the least restrictive environment —
and ensures special education and re-
lated services.

May would prefer students with spe-
cial needs to compete alongside gen-ed
athletes on a single team. But Unifi�ed
does not allow in-season varsity ath-
letes to be team partners, so their back-
ground and experience with activities
vary.

“All Unifi�ed has done is make it the
most restrictive environment in the en-
tire place,” May said. “Some parents are
just happy their kids are active, and
don’t have the nuance of what it means
to be separated onto the Unifi�ed team
and not connected to the other [gen-ed]
team. ... It did give kids opportunities to
play sports, but it is not the least restric-
tive environment.”

Separate but unequal?

Autism never prevented Ryan May
from being part of the Morristown swim
team, which has included several swim-
mers with physical and intellectual dis-
abilities over the years. David May
packed breakfast and drove Ryan to 6
a.m. practice nearly every school day for
six years.

Ryan participated in about half the
meets during his high school career,
wearing the same burgundy suit and
bright orange cap as everyone else on
the roster. Between events, he usually
cheered on teammates from the end of
the bleachers closest to the starting
blocks. Ryan, who turns 24 in July,
didn’t talk much, but usually smiled and
gave two thumbs up. 

“What I tell parents who fi�rst get di-
agnosed, whether it’s Down syndrome
or autism or something else: ‘You’ll al-
ways be their parent. What you have to
become is a crazed advocate,’ ” said May,
who co-founded Kids2Kids, a Morris-
town nonprofi�t that mentors children
with special needs through activities led
by neurotypical peers.

“If you have a special-needs kid, you
realize very early on how isolated you
are,” he said. “They do not get invited to
anything: birthday parties, events. ...
It’s so painful to not have these kids be

involved in anything.”
Trying to provide opportunities to a

larger population of student-athletes,
the New Jersey State Interscholastic
Athletic Association announced a part-
nership with Special Olympics New Jer-
sey at the Meet of Champions in June
2016. At the time, there were about 60
Unifi�ed Champion Schools, promoti-
ng acceptance, respect and dignity for
all students.

There are more than 250 in New Jer-
sey now, and Bill DePonte, chief operat-
ing offi�cer of SONJ, hopes to have at
least 300 in the fall.

“Inclusion has been around a long
time, and it means diff�erent things to
diff�erent people,” DePonte said. “For us,
it’s about engaging individuals of all
abilities.”

Champion Schools are supported
through funding from the United States
and New Jersey education depart-
ments, though DePonte said they’re en-
couraged to become self-suffi�cient.
SONJ grants support things like coa-
ch and club-adviser stipends, uniforms,
travel, offi�cials and technology. 

The NJSIAA currently sponsors Uni-
fi�ed basketball and bowling in the win-
ter, and spring track and fi�eld. Unifi�ed
swimming will be added to the list this
winter, with a mixed relay expected to
be held during the NJSIAA Meet of
Champions in March.

“It’s cool to meet new people and get
into diff�erent activities,” said Pennsau-
ken freshman Jeremiah Moses, who
plans to try out for the soccer team in
the fall. “I bring good energy, good
sportsmanship, just good vibes all
around. We’re like a huge family.”

Sparta and Mount Olive were the top
two large schools at the inaugural free-
standing NJSIAA Unifi�ed Track and
Field Championships on June 8 at
Franklin High School. Morristown won
the small-school division.

In past years, the handful of Unifi�ed
events were mixed into the Group
championships schedule, dividing
teams into multiple sites. 

“After 50 years of being in business,
Special Olympics knows it needs to do
better,” said Kelly Anne Kieff�er, assis-
tant principal at Voorhees High
School, the fi�rst in New Jersey to be rec-
ognized as a national Unifi�ed Champion
School.

“Unifi�ed is a way to do that,” Kieff�er
said. “The students I’m supporting
would not be able to do sports or be in
the play without Unifi�ed. ... We have
some signifi�cant [disabled] students,
and they would not be able to access the
least restrictive environment, not for a
second. Our main objective is every stu-
dent should be able to access their high
school experience to the best of their
ability.”

Best of both worlds

Rosemary Parisi said GiGi “fl�our-
ished” once she got to high school be-
cause of sports. She loved fi�eld hockey
so much that Rosemary bought her a
stick, balls and a net so she could prac-
tice in the family’s yard. She scored 150
points in her basketball career, getting
into both varsity and JV games “if
they’re winning big or losing big,” Rose-
mary said.

GiGi got into softball three years ago,
and though she rarely got into a game
due to safety concerns, Rosemary Parisi
said “her role is being in the dugout,
cheering on all the girls, helping the
coach [Bill Romano] when he gets too
stressed.”

“It takes a lot to be on a gen-ed team:
a lot of stamina, understanding, good
behavior, good health,” Rosemary Parisi
said. “You have to have a coach who
supports it. You have to have an aide in
the background should anything hap-
pen. If there are health issues, people
have to be trained. We all worked very
hard to make it happen. GiGi is the post-
er child for inclusion in a sports team,
but that’s just because we struck it
right. Not everybody can do that.”

GiGi is now 22 and just graduated
from Mount Olive High School. Rose-
mary Parisi hopes her daughter can vol-
unteer as a peer mentor or coach for the
Unifi�ed program in the fall to keep “the
camaraderie of a team.”

That’s one thing Michael McCloskey
was seeking when he joined the cross-
country, bowling and spring track teams
at West Milford High School. But when
he tried out for Team New Jersey ahead
of the Special Olympics USA Games, Gi-
na McCloskey told her son, “This is your
time to shine. This is your place.”

Michael McCloskey, a sophomore
who has autism and a seizure disorder,
wound up on ESPN’s social-media feeds
after a last-second comeback in his heat
of the 1,500 meters on June 7.

For three weeks leading up to the
USA Games, McCloskey went from gen-
ed track practice to Special Olympics
practice on Tuesdays and Thursdays –
often accompanied at both by senior
Chase Appell and junior Wyatt Space,
longtime West Milford Unifi�ed partners.
On Sundays, Gina McCloskey drove her
son and Destiny Gerety of Hewitt to
two-hour Team New Jersey practices in
Point Pleasant.

“Special Olympics gives everyone a
place to be themselves, completely. You
don’t have to put on any kind of show for
anyone else,” said West Milford Special
Olympics coach Kristi Clave, who teach-
es multiple disabilities classes at Maple
Road Elementary in West Milford.

“Unifi�ed changes cultures if you do it
right,” Clave said. “If you fi�nd a couple of
really great kids, and a couple of part-
ners who are not involved in anything ...
you put them on that team, and you give
them purpose. You will change their
lives. Not just the kids with special
needs, but those kids who never felt
needed and never felt loved, it will make
them all a part of something.”

Email: JHavsy@gannett.com 
Twitter: @dailyrecordspts 
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Mount Olive’s Andrew Lucas competes
in the long jump at the NJSIAA Unifi�ed
Track and Field Championships on
June 8 at Franklin High School.
ALEXANDER LEWIS/MYCENTRALJERSEY
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Chatham goaltender Michael Park stays focused against Mendham in the third period
during the Essex County Holiday Tournament at Codey Arena in West Orange in
December. PHOTOS BY MITSU YASUKAWA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

When Lucas Krzanowski was called an
anti-Asian slur by an opponent during a high
school hockey game, he wasn’t sure it had
actually happened. The other player skated
by and tossed the insult at the Morristown
Beard freshman. 

Krzanowski, whose father is Polish and
mother is Taiwanese, didn’t know what to
do next. He told an older, larger teammate
he’d been insulted, and the other player
promised to “make sure it wouldn’t happen
again.”

After the game, he shared the incident
with Morristown Beard head coach Scott
Greene. Krzanowski identifi�es as mixed race
and jokingly said, “I was only half off�ended.” 

But even though Krzanowski “used it as
fuel to push back even harder,” the insult
still stung. 

“I was just taken aback by it,” he said.
“Really? Did that really just happen? ... It’s
defi�nitely not cool. You can judge me by any-
thing else, if I made a bad play. But don’t
bring that into it.”

Krzanowski is one of a small but growing
number of New Jersey hockey players with
Asian ancestry — part of a proliferation of
winter sports athletes who are on full dis-
play at the Olympics in Beijing.

But while Asian men swept the medals in
men’s fi�gure skating, and Korean-American
snowboarder Chloe Kim won her second
gold medal, there has typically been less
representation on the hockey rink.

According to USA Hockey data, roughly

2% of registered youth and amateur hockey
players in the United States identify as
Asian. In the NHL-NHLPA “Learn to Play”
program in New Jersey, about 10% of the
players are Asian.

Karen Tom and Henry Park are trying to
boost those numbers.

Tom grew up in Canada playing ringette.
But many of her college friends transitioned
to hockey and represented Canada on its
fi�rst women’s Olympic team at the1998
Games in Nagano, Japan. 

A third-generation Canadian, Tom relo-
cated fi�rst to California, and then to Madison
in Morris County in 2008. Both her sons, Jett
and Keaton, were part of multiple champi-
onship teams at Madison High School. She
helped launch the Chatham-Madison girls
hockey team in the 2016-17 season, and se-

‘Odd one out’
Asian hockey players diversifying the ice in NJ

See PLAYERS, Page 10A
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Henry Park, the father of Chatham
goaltender Michael Park, watches the
game against Mendham with his younger
son, Gabriel. 

When will 
baseball return?
SPORTS, 1B

Even as the latest COVID surge recedes, doctors
and patient advocates warn that the virus could leave
a new epidemic in its wake: millions more cases of
the rare, mysterious condition known as chronic fa-
tigue syndrome. 

Researchers increasingly see parallels between
chronic fatigue syndrome, which aff�ects 1.5 million
Americans, and long COVID, the barrage of symp-
toms including exhaustion, persistent pain and cog-
nitive impairment that can linger for months in some
patients. 

The connection between the two disorders is still
being studied, but some research suggests the pan-
demic could more than triple the prevalence of
chronic fatigue syndrome, also known as myalgic en-
cephalomyelitis, or ME. 

“When we saw COVID happening, people in the
ME community were some of the fi�rst to raise alarm
bells that this was going to be a mass disabling 

Advocates:
COVID could
launch new
epidemic

See EPIDEMIC, Page 11A
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A group of club members has teamed with a local
service business to purchase and preserve the histor-
ic Noe Pond Club in Chatham Township.

Members and residents in the area rallied early
last year to encourage community support after the
family owners of the club in late 2020 announced a
sale to developers and said it would close after 65
years.

The drive to save Noe Pond began shortly after,
with organizers forming a Facebook Group and stag-
ing a march past the property on a frigid morning in
January 2021.

“It was pretty devastating to fi�nd out Noe Pond
was going to a developer, given the legacy, the history
and the environmental aspects of the property,” said
former Deputy Mayor Tracy Ness, who said her chil-
dren grew up there.

Some feared more commercial development in the
area that would impact traffi�c and possibly the envi-
ronmentally-sensitive Great Swamp Wildlife Refuge
next door. Others just wanted back their club and 

See GROUP, Page 10A

Group of
members
to purchase
Noe Pond Club
William Westhoven
Morristown Daily Record
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The artist within

After a stroke, a photographer finds
another way to express himself. 
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Warmer world: U.N. panel’s latest report
on effects of climate change could paint
“nightmare.” 3A
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cured funding for Madison to be inde-
pendent. She’s also a coach for the Har-
ding-Madison youth girls program, and
coach of the Madison High boys junior
varsity team.

Tom believes she’s the only Asian
and almost certainly the only Asian
female Level 4 USA Hockey coach. She
believes her gender, not ancestry, at-
tracts attention when she’s behind the
bench.

“My kids are not immune to it, but
they’re not maybe as sensitive to it,”
said Tom, 50, a physical therapist and
certifi�ed strength and conditioning spe-
cialist.

“They didn’t grow up with a bunch of
racial tension, nor did I. My eldest
brother, he’s fi�ve years older than me,
and he had quite a bit of stuff� in high
school, but I really haven’t. I have feel-
ings about stuff� like that, but I was never
really a victim of any of it.”

Park got both his sons, Gabriel and
Michael, on skates when they were 4 or
5 years old. He even coached them both
early on. 

The Chatham resident acknowledges
that hockey — and lacrosse, which Mi-
chael also plays — are “very Caucasian
sports.” 

Gabriel, 20, was a defenseman, and
Henry Park has seen him get taunted on
the ice. Not so for Michael, now a Chat-
ham senior goaltender.

But that doesn’t mean he hasn’t
heard unwelcome comments.

More than 60% of the 10,370 anti-
Asian incidents reported between
March 2020 and September 2021 in-
volved verbal harassment, according to
the national coalition Stop AAPI Hate.

“Physically, you are the odd one out
of the group,” Michael Park said. “Espe-
cially in a new environment or a new
team, you’re the only one who is quote-
unquote diff�erent. In my experience,
there’s always going to be jokes that get
thrown around, but it comes more from
people not resonating with what it’s
like. ... I don’t think it comes out of ani-
mosity or being racist. Most kids don’t
really understand what it’s like not to be
part of the majority.”

Henry Park has also seen more play-
ers and coaches with Asian surnames as
Michael has continued his hockey ca-
reer. Both Park and Tom say athletics
are not usually emphasized in Asian
households, particularly in the immi-
grant generation.

But as the transplants have become
more established and successful in the
United States, they are more able to ex-

pose their children to expensive sports
such as hockey.

Athletics have also become another
route to achieve what Henry Park de-
scribed as “the Asian American dream”:
getting into a better-quality college. 

“When it came to fi�rst-generation,
the way my parents were, they deem-
phasized sports,” said Park, who emi-
grated from Korea when he was a few
months old.

“For them, doing well in high school
in order to achieve and get into a good
college and get a good job was the most
important thing. Sports, in general,
wasn’t very important,” he said. Now,
“you’re seeing a lot more of those kids,
the third-generation kids, playing
sports, whether it’s hockey or lacrosse
or what you would think of as histori-
cally very white sports.”

Whether at Morristown Beard or on
his New Jersey Devils travel team, Krza-
nowski isn’t the only Asian player on the
roster. Michael Chang of St. Joseph Re-
gional says he’s the only player of Asian
ancestry on the varsity team, but that
there are three on the New York Saints,
his club team.

“I haven’t given much thought to be-
ing Asian and playing hockey. It’s some-
thing that has always been, for me,” said
Chang, a junior forward from Montville
whose mother was born in China and fa-
ther in Korea. “I enjoy playing the game.
When I’m on the ice, I feel like nothing

matters, and I have fun playing.”

History of representation

On March 13, 1948, Larry Kwong be-
came the fi�rst player of Asian descent to
skate in a National Hockey League
game. Born in British Columbia, Kwong
played one shift for the New York Rang-
ers on the road in Montreal.

Jim Paek, who was born in Seoul,
South Korea, and grew up in Toronto,
was the fi�rst Asian player to have his
name etched on the Stanley Cup, win-
ning back-to-back NHL championships
in 1991 and 1992 with Pittsburgh. 

Thirty-one Asian players have ap-
peared in at least one NHL game, in-
cluding 10 this season. New Jersey Dev-
ils defenseman Jonas Siegenthaler is
believed to be the fi�rst NHL player of
Thai descent, through his mother. 

Current players such as Minnesota
defenseman Matt Dumba, who is part
Filipino, co-founded the Hockey Diver-
sity Alliance. It was formed in June
2020 “to eradicate systemic racism and
intolerance” and promote diversity in
the game.

In a nationally televised address be-
fore the 2020 playoff�s, Dumba said the
NHL and HDA want kids to feel “safe,
comfortable and free-minded every
time they enter an arena.”

Krzanowski has noticed Montreal
Canadiens center Nick Suzuki, who is
Japanese and Scottish, and Edmonton
Oilers right wing Kailer Yamamoto, who
is part Japanese and native Hawaiian.

The NHL will celebrate Asian and Pa-
cifi�c Islander Heritage Month in May for
the second consecutive year, part of the
league’s “Hockey is for Everyone” cam-
paign. Some teams will engage with
specifi�c demographic groups in their
markets. The league is also conducting
an employee demographic study, which
will include race and ethnicity.

“It’s defi�nitely an inspiration to see
guys out there, especially some of these
guys who are putting up pretty good
points. It’s representation I can see,”
Krzanowski said. “That’s pretty awe-
some for people who happen to be
Asian, too, to say, ‘If this guy can do it, so
can I.’ ”

Email: JHavsy@gannett.com Twit-
ter: @dailyrecordspts
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Goalie Keaton Tom of Madison with the Halvorsen Cup after the team defeated Roxbury, 5-0, at Mennen Arena in
Morristown last March. CHRIS PEDOTA/NORTHJERSEY.COM

summer haven where members could
swim, play tennis and participate in
family activities one member described
as “reminiscent of the Eisenhower Era.”

The property sale from the Silverman
Group is still pending, but a contract has
been signed, according to a Facebook
post on the Save Noe Pond page.

“Noe members Scott Readlinger and
Larry Palumbo, along with Boxcar, Inc.
formed a partnership to negotiate the
purchase,” they wrote. “We will be form-
ing a group of investors to close on the
property in 2022.”

Based in Chatham, Boxcar provides a
variety of “suburban services,” includ-
ing commuter transportation and park-
ing, car detailing and more.

“Our understanding of and familiar-
ity with our Morris County customers
and our focus on operational excellence
make us a natural fi�t to partner with The
Noe Pond Club,” Boxcar cofounder
Owen Lee said.

Meanwhile, the buyer group has se-
cured permission to reopen for the sum-
mer as usual, including casual and com-
petitive swimming, tennis, paddle ten-
nis and other activities.

“We are currently working through
the property closing process, scheduled
for later this year,” Lee said. “The cur-
rent owners are graciously allowing us
to lease the facilities for the interim
2022 summer season. There should be
no further interruption to the communi-
ty being able to enjoy the Noe Pond
Club.”

Pre-Revolution property

Bailey Brower Jr. and his wife, Taz,
opened the club in 1955 on a 35-acre par-
cel of land owned by the Noe family,
which settled in what was known as St.
John’s Bridge before it was renamed in
honor of the fi�rst British Earl of Chat-
ham in 1773.

Five years later, an act of Congress
protected the surrounding 7,768 acres of

the Great Swamp as a National Wild-
life Refuge in 1960. Another grassroots
organization, led by Morris County
housewife Helen Fenske, successfully
prevented a government-supported
project in the 1960s that would have
replaced pre-expansion Newark Air-
port with a massive “jetport” on the
Great Swamp wetlands. It was de-
clared a National Natural Landmark in
1966.

The Noe family eventually accumu-
lated 800 acres in Chatham Township,
much of which was farmed. The prop-
erty included Noe Pond, used for irri-
gation in the summer and to harvest
ice during winter. The ice was needed
for the thriving 19th-century rose busi-
ness that colored the Gilded Age with
regular train shipments of fresh
blooms to New York, just 25 miles
away.

At one point, the Brower family
owned three swim clubs in the area,
but only Noe Pond remained open.

Citing economic uncertainty after
the COVID pandemic aff�ected opera-
tions, the family announced it had en-
tered into a contract to sell to an un-
named buyer, later identifi�ed as the
Silverman Group. The Silverman
Group did not respond to a request for
comment.

“The challenges and risks of oper-
ating the club have been more than ex-
pected,” Kim Barton said. “COVID was
the tipping point for us. In the spring,
members were requesting refunds,
new membership interest sharply de-
creased and state/local offi�cials were
not sure if summer recreation facilities
would open.”

A “Summer Committee” was
formed to operate the club during the
summer of 2021 as the property’s fate
remained unsettled. The sale agree-
ment to the group was announced last
month.

“We are all looking forward to pre-
serving the Noe experience for many
years to come,” they wrote.

Email: wwesthoven@
dailyrecord.com Twitter:
@wwesthoven
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