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TIFFANY THAMES- COPELAND, Ph.D. 
Curriculum Vitae 

      | tiffanycopeland.com | 
Penn State University | Donald P. Bellisario College of Communication 

201 Old Main, University Park, PA 16802 
  (202) 705-0924   tiffanycopes@gmail.com   tlt5614@psu.edu   

   
 
 EDUCATION 
 
 
Doctor of Philosophy  Howard University    
2015 to 2020   Washington D.C. 

Department of Communication, Culture, & Media Studies 
Cognate: African Studies 

 
Dissertation: “We are Not Scared to Die”: Julius Malema’s 

 Signifying YouTube Rhetoric During the 2019 South African General 
 Election Campaign Season 

 
Master of Arts   Temple University 
2002 to 2004            Philadelphia, PA  

African American Studies  
 
Master of Arts   Southern Illinois University 
1999 to 2002   Carbondale, IL 

Telecommunications | Presently, Communication Studies 
 
Bachelor of Arts  Millikin University   
1995 to 1997   Decatur, IL  

Psychology 
 
High School Diploma   Providence Catholic High School  
1989 to 1993   New Lenox, IL 
 
 
Additional Institutions 
Summer of 2016  Alliance Française, Paris, France  
Summer of 2001  Governors State University, University Park, IL 
Summer of 1996  Chicago State University, Chicago, IL 
1993 to 1995   Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL 
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PROFESSIONAL APPOINTMENTS 
 
 
2026 to Present Penn State University 

Assistant Teaching Professor, Donald P. Bellisario College of Communication, 
Telecommunications and Media Industries - University Park, PA 
■ Teach Comm 374 Audio Production, Comm 385 Media Program Strategies, and 

Comm 486 Telecommunications Ethics courses  
 

2015 to 2026 Montgomery College     
TVRA (Television/Radio) Coordinator, General Manager of WMCR, Professor in the 
Department of Media Arts and Technologies - Rockville, MD 
 
TVRA Coordinator, Professor  
■ In FY2024, led the program to the highest one-year growth rate in the department 

(60%) and the highest one-year increase in graduates (175%).  
■ Taught all audio/radio-based classes, including: TVRA210: Audio and Video 

Podcasting; TVRA260: Radio Station Operation; TVRA220: Radio Production; 
TVRA125: Audio Production Techniques; TVRA140: Video Editing, and other 
media courses  

■ Founded and maintained the MC Media Production Audio Network on Soundcloud 
and the WMCR Podcasting Network on Spreaker, and utilized Vimeo 

■ Oversaw faculty, advised and mentored communication students, scheduled and 
assigned courses, assessed and revised curriculum, and directed recruitment initiatives.  

■ Taught on campus and through synchronous, blended, and asynchronous modalities 
using the Blackboard learning management system.  

 
General Manager, WMCR  
■ Oversaw student staff members including the program director, music director 

operations director, news director, promotions manager, and production 
specialists.  

■ Researched societal trends, created radio shows and podcasts for WMCR radio 
station and oversaw the integration of new content. 

■ Ensure all commercials and station imaging meet FCC guidelines.   
■ Developed radio station special initiatives, like remotes and other broadcasts, 

including collaborations with various departments. 
■ Selected and managed industry standard radio software including RCS’s Zetta, 

automation system and GSelector scheduling system.  
■ Maintained all the radio station production and broadcast studios.  
■ Train students on optimal board operations and Adobe Audition software.  
■ Worked closely with all radio station venders including Top Hits Direct, 

Broadcast Matrix, RCS, SoundCloud, and Spreaker.  
 
2022 to 2023 Fulbright U.S. Scholar – Ghana, West Africa 

United States Department of State Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs 
■ Fulbright U.S. Scholar and Fulbright Sub-Saharan Africa Regional Travel Grant 

Awardee. 
■ Conducted research on the African American community in Ghana via oral history 

interviews; the website in progress is here: 
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https://tiffanycopes.wixstudio.com/backtoafricamovement 
■ Taught at Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology in Kumasi, Ghana 

for 12 months and developed the communication curriculum. 
■ Utilized the Virtual Classroom learning management system, and won a College of 

Humanities and Social Sciences, “Most Use of Technology Award.”   
■ Volunteered with the United States Embassy in Ghana on educational programs and 

outreach initiatives.  
 
2014 to 2022 Tiffanys Art Studio, LLC  

Co-Founder, Marketing Manager - Washington Metro Area  
■ African Art company, featuring the ceramic art from an Afro-Guyanese artist.  
■ Developed promotional materials, manage email marketing campaigns, produce 

digital ads for social media, and record video customer testimonials.  
■ Wrote grant proposals to secure funding opportunities. 
■ Coordinated venues for art and music festivals.  
■ Designed and launched the website for Tiffanys Art Studio 

(www.tiffanysartstudio4u.com ↗).  
 

2013 to 2015 Howard University  
The Howard University Radio Network, WHUR 96.3 FM, SIRIUS XM 141, News and  
Public Affairs, Producer - Washington D.C. 
■ Produced The Daily Drum local news program and covered African American issues, 

and Takin’ it to the Streets, public affairs segment featured during the Steve Harvey 
Morning Show. 

■ Researched information, developed show concepts, wrote scripts, booked guests, 
screened callers, and leveraged social media for audience engagement and 
promotion.  

■ Served as substitute news anchor; wrote and delivered newscasts - sample available 
here ↗  https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/tiffanys-newscast-sample-at-
whur 

■ Assisted with promotional activities for WHUR 96.3 FM around the Washington 
Metro Area.  

 
2006 to 2012 Brown Mackie College  

Associate General Education Director; Faculty - Miami, Florida 
■ Taught business communications, public speaking, and professional development 

courses.  
■ Supervised general education faculty, led curriculum updates, and directed program 

assessment and development initiatives.  
■ Proposed a cultural diversity course for potential adoption across all campuses 

nationwide.  
■ Selected as keynote speaker for the college’s graduation ceremony.  
■ Designed and led an all-day multicultural training session; the president paused college 

operations to mandate campus-wide participation.  
 
2007 to 2008 Metro Networks  

Traffic Reporter & Digital Content Producer - Miami, FL 
■ Delivered daily traffic broadcasts to local radio stations.   

http://www.tiffanysartstudio4u.com/
https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/tiffanys-newscast-sample-at-whur
https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/tiffanys-newscast-sample-at-whur
https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/tiffanys-newscast-sample-at-whur
https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/tiffanys-newscast-sample-at-whur
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■ Researched news content and developed daily news lineups for an NBC4 
affiliate television station. 
 

2006 to 2008 Alliance Broadcasting, WAVS 1170 AM  
News Reporter & Radio Host - Miami Metro Area 
■ Researched news, wrote and anchored newscasts for the Diaspora News.  
■ Produced and co-hosted the Let’s Talk About It public affairs segment  

 
2006 to 2007 Joliet Junior College  

Adjunct Faculty - Chicago Metropolitan Area   
■ Taught Cultural Diversity courses to undergraduate students.  

 
 
2005 to 2007  Alpha Media, WJOL 1340 AM 
                           News Reporter/News Anchor - Chicago Metropolitan Area 

■ Researched news stories, wrote scripts, and anchored live newscasts. 
■ Covered county council meetings and interviewed elected officials to gather 

soundbites and commentary.  
■ Conducted field reporting to capture public opinion for special feature segments.  

 
 
2002 to 2005  National Public Radio affiliate station (WRTI 90.1 FM) 

Broadcast Announcer - Philadelphia, PA 
■ Hosted a weekly jazz radio show.  
■ Volunteered at the Pan African Studies Community Education Program (PASCEP), 

supporting community based educational initiatives.  
 

2001 to 2002 Southern Illinois University Press  
Editor - Carbondale, Illinois 
■ Reviewed and editing book jacket copy prior to print and publication.  
 

1999 to 2001 Carbondale Times 
Journalist - Carbondale, Illinois 
■ Researched information and wrote news stories covering African American current 

events.  
■ Advanced inclusive journalism by amplifying underrepresented voices and 

perspectives.  
 
PRINT PUBLICATIONS 

 
Book Chapters  
 
Thames Copeland, T. (2027, in press). The Signifyin(g) Hip Hop Hero: Kendrick Lamar’s “Not Like Us” 
 and the  Digital Co-Construction of Black Masculinity. In Editors Christopher J. Finlay & 
 Lawrence A. Wenner (Ed.). Communication, Cultural Contradictions and the Crises of 
 Masculinity: From Man-Shaming to Men Flaming. Routledge.  
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Thames Copeland, T. (March, 2024). “Give ‘em Hell Nicki”: Muted group theory and the Twittersphere’s 
 battle over Nicki Minaj’s COVID-19 Remarks. In Emmanuel Ngwianmbi (Ed.). Social Media, 
 Youth, and the Global South: Comparative Perspectives. Palgrave MacMillian, (pgs. 23-42). 
 
Journals 
 
Thames Copeland, T. (2026, in press). Winnie Madikizela-Mandela Lives: Black Women, African Media,  

and the Subaltern Counterpublics on Mama Winnie’s Legacy. 
 https://doi.org/10.1080/14725843.2026.2680269 

 
Thames Copeland, T. (2022). “A Miner's Love Affair with Kimberley.” Rhodes University. New Coin 
 Poetry (poetry journal). Institute for the Study of English in Africa (ISEA). 

 
Thames Copeland, T. (2021, December). “Did He Freeze?”: Afrofuturism, Africana Womanism, and 
 Black Panther’s Portrayal of the Women of Wakanda. African Identities. doi: 
 https://doi.org/10.1080/14725843.2021.2005534. 

 
Thames Copeland, T. (Spring 2020). Let’s Celebrate el Día de los Muertos. Vanderbilt University. Afro- 

Hispanic Review (academic journal), 39, 1. https://www.afrohispanicreview.com/. 
 
Thames Copeland, T. (under Tiffani Thames). (2020, March) The Bob Marley Effect is  

Infectious. University of the Virgin Islands. The Caribbean Writer (literary journal), 34. 
https://www.thecaribbeanwriter.org/2020/03/22/volume-34/. 
 

Book  
 
Thames Copeland, T. (2021, September). “We are Not Scared to Die”: Julius Malema and the New 
 Movement for African Liberation. New York, NY: Peter Lang Publishing. 
 https://www.peterlang.com/document/1062257. 
 
Independent Journalist 
 
Writing published in Take Pride! Magazine in Grand Rapids, Michigan; the New York Beacon and The 
Afro Times in Baltimore, MD.  
 
 
AUDIOVISUAL & DIGITAL MEDIA PRODUCTIONS 

 
WEBSITES DEVELOPMENT & MAINTENANCE 

■ Tiffany Copeland’s Career Site (2016 to Present): TiffanyCopeland.com ↗ 
■ Tiffanys Art Studio (2018 to Present): TiffanysArtstudio4u.com ↗ 
■ Thames Site (2017 to Present): Thamesfamily.weebly.com ↗ 
■ Tiffaniwrites.com (2017 to Present): https://tiffanycopes.wixsite.com/mysite ↗ 

 
WEB SERIES (director, producer, editor)  

■ I Am African with Dr. Tiffany (2020): IAmAfricanwithDrTiffany.com ↗ 

http://www.tiffanycopeland.com/
http://tiffanysartstudio4u.com/
http://thamesfamily.weebly.com/
https://tiffanycopes.wixsite.com/mysite
http://iamafricanwithdrtiffany.com/
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■ Clay with Kennard (2024 to 2025): https://www.youtube.com/@ClayWithKennard ↗ 
■ Crisscrossing the World (2013 to Present):  

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLc8DtTO17i0XR6Vn2DBJxOBTthUXxuIdH ↗ 
 
BLOGS  

■ Why Vegan is the New Sexy (2018). WhyVeganIsTheNewSexy.blogspot.com ↗ 
■ Husband and Wife World Travels (2017). HusbandAndWifeWorldTravels.com (under 

construction) 🚧 
 
AUDIO DOCUMENTARY 

■ The Unexpected. (2019) Click Here to Access ↗ 
 
PODCAST SERIES 

It’s Not Just Talk   
■ It’s Not Just Talk: An Interview w/Rachel Bonaparte. (2019). 

https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/injtbonaparte ↗ 
 

The 80 Plus Club  
■ The 80 Plus Club: An Interview w/Dr. Onwumechili, part 1 (2019). 

https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/episodeonwumechili1 ↗ 
■ The 80 Plus Club: An Interview w/Dr. Onwumechili, part 2 (2019).  

https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/episodeonwumechili2 ↗ 
 
REGULAR COLLEGE PRODUCTIONS  
The Box 

■ The Box Live Radio Show, Podcast, and Video Podcast Series (2015 to 2018)  
■ Interview local singers and rappers.  
■ https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/offices/advancement-and-community-

engagement/mctv/featured-series/the-box.html ↗ 
 
WMCR Podcast Network (2015 to 2026)  

■ Created and maintain a site for the publishing of student podcasts.  
■ WMCR Podcast Network at https://www.spreaker.com/user/wmcr ↗ 

 
WMCR (2015 to 2026)  

■ Created and maintain a site for publishing student audio productions.  
■ MC’s Media Production Audio Network at https://soundcloud.com/mcwmcr ↗ 

 
The College (2015 to 2016)  

■ Created and managed this MC radio drama.  
 
Arts Showcase (2015 to 2019)  

■ Created and managed student audio interviews with instructors in the arts.   
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/@ClayWithKennard
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLc8DtTO17i0XR6Vn2DBJxOBTthUXxuIdH
http://whyveganisthenewsexy.blogspot.com/
http://www.husbandandwifeworldtravels.com/
https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/the-unexpected-with-tiffany-thames-copeland?si=9f672b1d5f6642ed895cb69c3870a0a3&utm_source=clipboard&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=social_sharing
https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/injtbonaparte
https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/episodeonwumechili1
https://soundcloud.com/tiffanythamescopeland/episodeonwumechili2
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/offices/advancement-and-community-engagement/mctv/featured-series/the-box.html
https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/offices/advancement-and-community-engagement/mctv/featured-series/the-box.html
https://www.spreaker.com/user/wmcr
https://soundcloud.com/mcwmcr
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PRESENTATIONS/CONFERENCES/WORKSHOPS 

 
Howard University; Guest speaker at a Communication, Culture, and Media Studies’ Intercultural
 Communications doctoral class; (2024, October). Faculty Member at a Predominantly White 
 Institution (PWI).  

 
Harlem Day Festival. (2024, August). Harlem Week at 50. Harry Belafonte Stage. Recited “The Bob 
 Marley Effect is Infectious” poem.   

 
Maryland Writers Association. (2024, August). Sixth annual Sky Stage Literature Night & Open Mic. 
 Recited “The Bob Marley Effect is Infectious” poem.   
 
Eastern Communication Association. (2024, March). Co-Panelist. Artificial Intelligence and African  

American’s Mental Health: Strategies Used in the Search of African American Respondents in a 
Listener Perception Study. 115th Annual ECA Convention, Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
 

Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology. (2023). Creating a Professional Website. 
 Computer Center, room 1C, Kumasi, Ghana.  
 
Eastern Communication Association. (2022, April). Co-Panelist. “Give ‘em Hell Nicki”: Muted Group  

Theory and the Twittersphere’s Battle Over Nicki Minaj’s COVID-19 Remarks. 113th Annual 
ECA Convention, Philadelphia, PA. 

 
National Communication Association. (2021). Article accepted called “We Wear the Mask”: An Auto-  

Ethnographic Study of Covid-19 and Black Existentialism.” 
 
Eastern Communication Association. (2021, March). Co-Panelist. Black Joy in the Hashtag  

#BETCovidRelief. 112th Annual ECA Convention, Virtual. 
 
President's Advisory Committee on Equity and Inclusion (PACEI). (2020, February). Co-Facilitator.  

Discussion on White Fragility. Equity Spring Dialogue. Montgomery College. Rockville, MD. 
 
National Communication Association. (2019, November 21). Why do the French Tweet Black Lives 
 Matter in English? NCA 105th Annual Convention, Baltimore, MD. 
 
Howard University. (2019, April 4). Why do the French Tweet Black Lives Matter in English? Howard  

University Research Week. Sun, Wei (PI), Washington, D.C. 
 
Montgomery College. (2018). Co-Panelist. PowerPlays Series: We the People: Democracy, Citizenry,  

Theater, & the Media. Theater Performance Program, Rockville, MD. 
 
Paul Peck Humanities Institute. (2018, July 25). Using Audio Technology in Collaboration with the  

Smithsonian Museums to Give a Voice to the Voiceless. Smithsonian Faculty Fellowship, 
Rockville, MD. 

 
National Communication Association. (2017). Co-Panelist. Communicating Gentrification in Washington  

D.C. Neighborhoods, Philadelphia, PA. 
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COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY HONORS 

 
2023  “Most Use of Technology Award” (2022 – 2023)  

Recognized by students as the faculty member who utilized technology the most 
effectively in the College of Humanities and Social Sciences at Kwame Nkrumah 
University of Science and Technologies, Kumasi, Ghana    
http://www.tiffanycopeland.com/press--awards.html ↗ 

 
2022  Outstanding Faculty Award (2021 to 2022)  

Received an Outstanding Faculty Award for Excellence in Scholarly or Professional 
Accomplishments, Montgomery College http://www.tiffanycopeland.com/press--
awards.html ↗ 
 

2022 NISOD Excellence Award recipient, 2023 
The University of Texas at Austin 

 
2019 to Present  Golden Key Honor Society, Lifetime Member 

Golden Key International Honor Society 
 
2018, 2019 President's Advisory Committee on Equity and Inclusion (PACEI), Awards 

Montgomery College 
 
2017 to 2019 President's Advisory Committee on Equity and Inclusion (PACEI), Member 

Montgomery College http://www.tiffanycopeland.com/press--awards.html ↗ 
 
2018  Smithsonian Faculty Fellowship Award  

The Paul Peck Humanities Institute   
Montgomery College 

 
2017 to 2018 Smithsonian Faculty Fellowship, Social Justice 

The Paul Peck Humanities Institute 
Montgomery College, Presentation: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=00auJTonr3Q&t=108s ↗ 
      
 
COLLEGE-WIDE COLLABORATIONS 

 
¨ MC Votes (2019, 2025)  
¨ MCTV, Virtual Open House (2016 to 2018, 2024) 
¨ Multicultural Fair, Student Life (2018, 2019) 
¨ Student Government Association and Student Senate, Student Life (2017)  
¨ Music Department, Spotlight Artists (2016 to 2018) 
¨ Office of Financial Aid, Turn it in Tuesdays (2017 to 2018) 
¨ Teach-it Sessions in Audio, Animation Students (2017, 2019)  
¨ Teach-it Sessions in Radio, Photography Coordinator Radio Host (2016) 
¨ Collaborations with Office of Student Recruitment (2015 to 2016, 2018) 
¨ Collaboration with Mi Escuela es Su Escuela program (2017)  

http://www.tiffanycopeland.com/press--awards.html
http://www.tiffanycopeland.com/press--awards.html
http://www.tiffanycopeland.com/press--awards.html
http://www.tiffanycopeland.com/press--awards.html
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VOLUNTEER SERVICE 

 
WPFW 89.3 FM, (SUBSTITUTE) NEWS ANCHOR, CARIBBEANA, Washington DC  

■ Research, write, and report news stories across the Caribbean  
 
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, Rockville Senior Center, Rockville, 
 MD, 2024 

■ Hosted the Candidate Forum event featuring ten candidates running for city council and 
mayor https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxS_r4TOjLM&t=1s ↗ 

 
CREATING A WEBSITE WORKSHOP, Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, 2023 

■ Facilitated a workshop showing faculty how to create their own websites.  
 
MANDELA WASHINGTON FELLOWSHIP ADVISORY SESSIONS, Online in Ghana, 2023 

■ Assisted natives with navigating and completing the application process.  
 
BOOK TALK, US Embassy in Ghana, American Center, Accra Ghana, Facilitator, 2023 

■ Facilitated book talk sessions featuring works by African authors.  
 
A PLACE IN THIS WORLD, Buoyem Primary school; Buoyem, Ghana, 2023; and Benu Village, Ghana 

■ Facilitated movie screenings and delivered presentations.  
 
BEACH CLEANUP, US Embassy in Ghana, Accra, Ghana, 2022  

■ Volunteered in community beach cleanup.  
 

PRESIDENT’S ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON EQUITY AND INCLUSION, Rockville, 2018, 2019 
■ Advised the president on developing and implementing strategies to enhance the hiring 

of people of color.   
 
INTERNATIONAL NIGHT, Rockville, MD, 2018, 2019 

■ Hosted talent shows showcasing performers from diverse cultural background 
o https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dH4DaNa3Hks&t=2s ↗ 
 

 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS 

 
¨ International Communication Association  
¨ Eastern Communication Association 
¨ National Communication Association 
¨ Association of American University Professors 
¨ African Studies Association  
¨ Association for the Study of African American Life and History 

 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxS_r4TOjLM&t=1s
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SOFTWARE SKILLS 

 
Audio/Video Editing  

¨ Adobe Audition, Adobe Rush, Adobe Premiere Pro, Adobe Encoder, Audacity, Pro Tools, 
GarageBand, Camtasia, Final Cut Pro, iMovie 

 
Radio Software 

¨ Radio Computer Services (RCS’s), Zetta radio station commercial automation system; Radio 
Computer Services (RCS’s), G- Selector scheduling software; Broadcast Software International’s 
WaveCart Pro and Simian radio station internet radio automation system 

 
AI Software  

¨ AI chatbots including ChatGPT, Perplexity AI, Claude, Gemini, Gencraft, and Copilot; Text to 
Image AI generators including Adobe Firefly and OpenArt; Music AI generators including 
Loudly, Mubert AI, Boomy, and Soundraw’ presentation AI software including Gamma  

 
Miscellaneous Software 

¨ Adobe Photoshop, Canva, Microsoft Suite, ScreenPal, Storyboard That, Prezi, Zoom 
 

 
FOREIGN LANGUAGE SKILLS 

 
French   

■ Intensive French summer course, Alliance Française, Paris, France, 2019  
■ FREN 101 Elementary French I, FREN 102 Elementary French II, Montgomery College, 2018 & 

2019  
 

Spanish  
■ Spanish Conversation classes, Tutor, 2024   
■ SPAN 101, Elementary Spanish I, Montgomery College, 2016  
■ Self-study conversational Spanish, Oaxaca, Mexico, 2014  
■ SP103 Beginning Spanish, SP114 Continuing Spanish, SP223 Intermediate Spanish, Millikin 

University, 1996 & 1997  
 

Wolof   
■ WOLO 001 Wolof 1, Howard University, Washington D.C., 2018 

 
 


