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Teaching experience: 
 

Current position: 2007 – present, Foster Professor of Writing and Editing 
       Penn State University 

Courses taught: 
• COMM 168 – American Journalism Values 
• COMM 409 – Media Ethics 
• COMM 402  – International Reporting 
• COMM 260 – News Writing and Reporting 
• COMM 460 – Reporting Methods 

 
University of Maryland, 2005-2007 
Lecturer, Philip Merrill College of Journalism,  
Courses taught: 

• Capital News Service – directed graduate level program in public affairs 
reporting, Annapolis. 

• Media ethics 
 

Academic highlights and experience: 
  

• Spring semester 2010. Developed and launched (with John Curley) gen. ed. 
course, COMM 168, American Journalism Values.  

• Spring semester 2009. Developed and launched COMM 402 (International 
Reporting). Led spring semester reporting trips to Rio de Janeiro (2012), Cape 
Town (2011), Shanghai (2010) and Mexico City (2009.) 
 

Professional highlights and experience: 
 

• Managing Editor, The Baltimore Sun, 2000 to 2004. This is the No. 2 
newsroom job for a 300,000-daily, 465,000-Sunday circulation newspaper. 

• Chain-of-command responsibility for supervising all aspects of the 
newspaper, which includes three daily zoned editions; five to seven daily 
sections, and 10 Sunday sections. 

• Daily decision making on such core journalistic questions as story play; news 
judgment; questions of ethics and taste; legal liability; long-term supervision 
of news coverage and the allocation of resources to news gathering. 



• Joint responsibility (with the editor) for managing the newsroom’s 385-person 
staff. This includes recruiting and hiring all journalists; making of work 
assignments, promotions, salaries, continuing education and professional 
development. 

• Joint responsibility (with the editor) for managing the newsroom’s annual 
budget of between $35 and $40 million.  

• Supervision of the senior editors who supervise the following departments: 
photo; graphics; page design; metro; sports; business news; features; news and 
copy desks. 

• Ultimate responsibility (with the editor) for the newspaper’s standards, 
integrity, values, story selections and choices, policies, style and appearance. 

• Ultimate responsibility (with the editor) for leadership and for generating 
enthusiasm, energy, enterprise, aggressive news coverage and competitive fire 
among the staff. 

 
Work history:  

• Penn State University, 2007 to present 
• University of Maryland, 2005 – 2007 
• The Baltimore sun, managing editor, 6/2000 to 8/2004. 
• assistant managing editor/metro. 1997 to 2000. Supervised 105 person news 

staff covering news of Baltimore region and Maryland. 
• assistant managing editor/news. 1993 to 1997. Supervised news desk, made 

page one news decision, responsible for 36 person copy desk and 30 person 
news design team. In charge of newsroom production staff, allocation of space 
and meeting press deadlines.  

• city editor. 1989 to 1993. Supervised government, politics, education, crime 
and courts news for Baltimore. 

• Tokyo correspondent. 1984-1988. Covered Japan, Korea, Philippines and 
Southeast Asia from home base in Tokyo. 

• Moscow correspondent. 1979-1983. Covered the former Soviet Union, 
Eastern Europe, Afghanistan and the former Soviet Bloc from home base in 
Moscow. 

• Washington correspondent. 1977-1979. Covered congress and U.S. politics. 
• Maryland politics and government. 1974-1977. 
• Reporter, metro desk, 1970-1973. 

 
Committees, public service, etc. 

• Office of Global Programs, travel grant committee 2011- present 
• College of Communications, academic integrity committee 2010-present 
• Overseas Press Club, judge Hal Boyle Award for foreign reporting 2012- 

present 
• Dean’s Excellence Award for Teaching, 2010-2011 

 
 
 



Education: 
 

• B.A., politics. George Washington University, 1970. 
• DOB 6/14/47, Schenectady, N.Y. 

 
Professional societies: 
 

• Associated Press Managing Editors (APME.) Board of Directors (2002 to 
2005), 

• American Society of Newspaper Editors (ASNE.) 
• Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Communications 
• Radio and Television News Directors Association 

 


